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RECOMMENDATION. 


It  is  a sensible  pleasure  to  me  that  I have 
prevailed  upon  so  worthy  a man  as  my  reve- 
rend and  dear  brother  Mr.  David  Jennings,  to 
transport  the  treasure  of  this  excellent  Life 
from  America  to  Great  Britain.  I had  enjoy- 
ed, indeed,  a happy  correspondence  with  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  for  near  twenty 
years  before  his  death,  as  well  as  with  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Samuel  Mather,  his  son,  ever  since.  I 
found  much  of  his  learned  and  pious  character 
very  early,  from  the  spirit  of  his  letters,  and 
by  his  public  writings,  which  he  favoured  me 
with  every  year  ; yet  this  account  of  his  heart 
and  life  being  drawn  up  in  so  great  a part  of 
it  by  himself,  hath  highly  increased  my  esteem 
and  veneration  for  the  memory  of  so  valuable 
a person. 

I was  so  charmed  with  it  upon  my  first  pe- 
rusal, that  I thought  1 had  never  read  a life  of 
stricter  piety,  of  warmer  zeal  for  God,  of 
greater  diligence  in  duty,  and  more  generous 
love  to  men,  than  appears  in  this  book,  and  I 
am  still  of  the  same  mind.  My  worthy  friend 
who  hath  abridged  it,  hath  in  a special  man- 
ner, and  with  admirable  propriety,  adapted 
his  design  to  serve  young  students  for  the 
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ministry,  by  lifting  up  before  them  such  a 
pattern  of  most  excellent  conduct  in  their 
studious  and  private  life,  as  well  as  in  their 
work  of  preaching  and  their  pastoral  visits, 
and  given  them  a glorious  example  of  reli- 
gious care  to  keep  their  own  spirits  ever  fit 
for  divine  and  holy  conversation;  and  I am 
well  assured  there  is  no  serious  Christian 
but  may  be  instructed  and  edified  in  piety, 
and  be  assisted  to  make  swifter  advances  to- 
wards heaven,  by  the  eminent  experiences  of 
this  man  of  God. 

May  the  providence  of  God  give  this  abridg- 
ment, as  it  were,  a new  relish  among  the  read- 
ers, and  render  it  a most  acceptable  book  to 
New  England.  And  may  the  success  which 
this  little  piece  shall  be  favoured  with  by  the 
grace  of  God,  in  both  Englands,  the  Old  and 
the  New,  make  some  addition  to  the  crown, 
joy,  and  glory  of  that  excellent  and  venerable 
man,  whose  life  is  here  copied. 

ISAAC  WATTS. 
Newington , near  London , 

Aug.  13,  1743. 


LIP  E 


OF 

THE  LATE  REV.  DR.  COTTON  MATHER. 


CHAPTER  I. 

# 

The  Subject  of  this  History , his  Birth , 
calion , and  early  Religion . 

Although  it  is  but  of  little  consequence  to 
a man’s  personal  character  and  worth  to  in- 
quire into  the  remote  antiquities  of  his  fami- 
ly, yet  when  piety  and  virtue  have  run  along 
with  the  line  of  descent,  through  several  ge- 
nerations, it  gives  one  a pious  pleasure  to 
observe  it.  It  is  this,  beyond  any  thing,  that 
truly  ennobles  a family,  and  it  is  the  brightest 
lustre  that  ancestors  can  reflect  down  on 
their  posterity.  Thus  it  was  an  honour  to 
Timothy,  that  the  same  unfeigned  faith  which 
was  in  him,  had  before  dwelt  in  his  mother 
Eunice,  and  his  grandmother  Lois.  From 
such  a noble  family  sprung  Dr.  Cotton  Ma- 
ther. The  same  faith  and  piety  which  dwelt 
in  him,  had  dwelt  in  his  father,  Dr.  Increase 
Mather,  and  his  grandfather,  Mr.  Richard 
a 2 
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Mather,  both  very  eminent  ministers  in  New 
England.  And  by  his  mother’s  side,  he  was 
grandson  to  the  renowned  Mr.  John  Cotton, 
a man  of  exalted  piety,  and  uncommon  learn- 
ing, after  whom  he  was  named  Cotton. 

He  was  born  at  Boston,  in  New  England, 
Feb.  12,  1662-3,  where  he  was  educated  at 
school  till  he  was  12  years  old;  by  which 
time  he  had  made  such  uncommon  progress- 
in  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  and  had 
entered  on  the  Hebrew,  that  it  was  thought 
proper  to  remove  him  to  the  university.  Ac- 
cordingly he  was  admitted  into  Harvard  Col- 
lege, where  the  progress  he  made  in  his  aca- 
demical studies  was  no  way  short  of  what  he 
had  made  at  school.  Here  he  soon  set  him- 
self to  draw  up  systems  of  the  sciences,  as  he 
studied  them;  which  he  found  to  be  an  ex- 
cellent means  of  perfecting  himself  in  them. 
His  systems  of  logic  and  physic  were  so  far 
from  contemptible,  (though  composed  at  an 
age  when  few  lads  are  attempting  any  thing 
superior  to  themes  at  school)  that  they  have 
been  valued,  and  used  for  systems,  by  some 
others  since.  Another  excellent  means  of 
improvement  by  the  books' he  read,  which  he 
used  from  the  beginning  of  his  studies,  was 
to  write  remarks  upon  them.  Multitudes  of 
such  remarks  were  found  among  his  papers 
after  his  death. 

He  took  his  first  degree  at  16  years  old; 
and  in  his  19th  year  he  proceeded  Master  of 
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Arts.  Can  one  conceive  the  pleasure  with 
which  his  own  father,  who  was  at  that  time 
President  of  the  College,  conferred  the  de- 
gree on  so  promising  a son?  The  thesis  he 
exhibited  and  defended  on  that  occasion  was 
concerning  the  divine  authority  of  the  He- 
brew points,  in  which  he  maintained  their 
authority,  though  afterwards,  on  further  in- 
quiry and  maturer  thoughts,  he  saw  cause  to 
change  his  opinion  about  that  matter. 

Thus,  by  the  blessing  of  God  on  his  un- 
wearied diligence  in  his  studies*  in  which  he 
was  also  favoured  with  a pretty  healthful 
constitution,  as  well  as  a great  capacity  for 
learning,  he  “ profited  above  many  his  equals 
in  his  own  nation;”  and  did  indeed  follow 
Seneca’s  advice,  viz.  “ To  hasten  and  learn 
betimes,  lest,  when  old,  he  should  be  obliged 
to  it.”* 

But  the  best  and  brightest  part  of  Dr.  Ma- 
ther’s character  in  younger  life,  is  still  be- 
hind ; that  is,  his  early  piety;  for  which  he 
was  no  less  remarkable,  than  for  his  natural 
capacity,  and  his  progress  in  human  learning. 

He  seemed  indeed  to  be  “sanctified  from 
the  womb;”  for  as  soon  almost  as  he  began 
to  speak,  he  began  to  pray,  and  never  left  it 
off  again  as  long  as  he  lived.  While  he  was 
a school  boy,  he  laboured  to  promote  the 
exercise  of  prayer  amongst  his  school-fel- 


* Sen.  Epist.  77. 


8 


LIFE  OF  THE 


lows,  not  only  by  exhorting  them  to  it,  but 
composing  some  forms  of  prayer  for  their 
use;  though  for  his  own  part,  he  needed  not, 
nor  did  he  use  the  help  of  any  set  forms  in 
his  private  devotions. 

His  early  abhorrence  of  sin  appeared  by 
the  reproofs  he  would  give  his  play-mates  for 
any  wicked  words  or  practices. 

Like  another  young  Timothy,  he  “ knew 
the  holy  scriptures  from  a child;’’  usually 
reading  15  chapters  a-day,  which  he  divided 
into  three  exercises.  And  that  “ his  heart 
was  open  betimes  to  attend  unto  the  things 
that  were  spoken”  in  the  public  preaching 
of  the  word,  appeared  by  the  notes  he  com- 
monly wrote  of  what  he  remembered  when 
he  came  home,  before  he  was  capable  of  writ- 
ing after  the  minister  in  public,  which  he 
practised  afterwards. 

When  he  was  grown  a little  above  the  age 
of  childhood,  he  joined  himself  to  a religious 
society  of  young  men,  who  met  on  Lord’s- 
day  evenings;  and  he  used  afterwards  to  as- 
cribe much  of  the  skill  which,  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God,  he  had  attained  in  speaking  and 
praying,  to  his  early  exercises  in  that  society. 

Some  miscarriages  which  he  fell  into 
through  the  surprise  of  temptation,  when  he 
was  very  young,  brought  him  under  great 
doubts  and  fears,  which  put  him  upon  a 
very  close  and  diligent  examination  of  his 
own  heart  and  state.  While  he  was  under 
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this  exercise,  he  opened  the  burden  of  his 
soul  to  his  good  father,  who  assured  him, 
“ there  was  no  repenting  and  returning  sin- 
ner but  Christ  would  accept  of.  Observe  it, 
(said  he)  even  among  men;  let  a man  be 
never  so  vile,  so  that  good  men  cannot  but 
abhor  him,  yet  if  this  man  becomes  a new 
creature,  they  will  most  heartily  embrace 
him,  and  take  him,  as  it  were,  into  their  bo- 
som, notwithstanding  his  former  vileness. 
This  is  an  emblem  of  the  spirit  of  the  bless- 
ed Jesus.5’  These  seasonable  encouraging 
words  ministered  very  sensible  relief  to  our 
young  penitent,  and  gradually  enlivened  his 
addresses  to  God,  in  which  he  met  with  strong 
consolation. 

At  14  years  old,  he  began  to  keep  days  of 
secret  fasting  and  prayer.  When  he  was  15, 
he  was  much  affected  by  reading  Dr.  Hall’s 
Treatise  on  Meditation.  Upon  which  he  not 
only  read  several  other  books  on  the  same 
subject,  but  drew  up  a discourse  upon  it  him- 
self; and  after  he  had  made  several  essays 
of  a regular  method  for  daily  meditation,  he 
at  length  fixed  upon  Dr.  Hall’s  for  his  own 
practice ; which  is,  to  meditate  on  some  text 
of  Scripture,  or  sbme  head  of  divinity;  first, 
in  a doctrinal  way,  as  by  endeavouring  to 
explain,  illustrate,  prove  it,  &c.  and  then 
practically  to  improve  it;  as  in  an  examina- 
tion of  one’s  own  heart  by  it,  in  an  expostu- 
lation with  one’s  self,  concerning  the  sins  and 
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duties  that  may  be  suggested  by  it,  and  in 
suitable  resolutions , in  a dependence  on  the 
strength  of  the  grace  of  God  offered  in  the 
new  covenant.  This  happy  way  of  preach- 
ing with,  and  to  himself,  was,  no  doubt,  of 
great  use  to  Mr.  Mather,  not  only  to  improve 
the  divine  life  in  his  own  soul,  but  to  fit  him 
for  preaching  to  others,  with  that  eminent 
usefulness  which  he  did  afterwards. 

In  his  17th  year  he  joined  in  communion 
with  a church,  and  came  to  the  Lord’s  table. 
On  this  occasion  he  thought  himself  obliged 
to  renew  the  examination  of  himself,  in  a 
very  particular  manner.  The  result  of  it  ap- 
pears by  what  he  wrote  at  that  time,  which 
1 will  here  transcribe. — 

Setting  myself  upon  the  work  of  self-ex- 
amination, I find, 

First , Concerning  m yFaith. 

1 am  convinced  of  the  utter  insufficiency 
of  my  own  righteousness,  to  procure  my  ac- 
ceptance with  God,  and  my  eternal  salva- 
tion. I see  that  woful  hypocrisy,  sluggishness, 
and  selfishness,  have  attended  and  polluted 
the  very  best  of  all  my  services. 

/•‘I  can  perceive  no  other  way  for  my  sal- 
vation, but  only  by  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

/ “ Refuge  fails  elsewhere,  on  every  hand: 
but  I behold  a fulness  and  beauty  in  Jesus 
Christ;  he  is  worth  loving,  worth  prizing, 
worth  following. 

y “ Such  is  my  desire  to  obtain  an  interest 
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in  him,  and  to  make  him  the  only  portion  and 
support  of  my  soul,  that  it  is  one  of  my  great- 
est griefs  to  find  my  heart  so  dull  in  going 
forth  after  him. 

44  Secondly , Concerning  my  repentance . 

X 46 1 abhor  sin,  because  it  is  abhorred  of 
God,  and  contrary  to  him.  I am  heartily 
troubled  for  the  sin  of  my  heart,  that  fountain 
of  corruption.  Sin  is  my  heavy  burden;  death 
itself  would  be  welcome  to  me  to  free  me 
from  it. 

44  Thirdly,  Concerning  my  love. 

44 1 long  to  see  and  know  the  favour  of  God 
unto  me;  the  sight  of  that  would  make  all  my 
afflictions  light. 

44 1 desire  to  be  as  active  as  may  be  in  pro- 
moting the  honour  of  God;  and  I seldom  come 
into  any  company,  without  contriving  how  I 
may  some  way  speak  or  act  for  God’s  honour, 
before  I leave  it. 

44  I am  sorry  that  I love  God  no  more. 

44  The  saints  who  bear  the  image  of  God, 
are  those  whom  I value  most.  A mean  per- 
son with  grace  is  more  amiable  to  me  than 
another  who  has  all  the  richest  human  accom- 
plishments, but  is  graceless.” 

Another  thing,  in  which  his  early  piety 
was  very  conspicuous,  was  his  zeal  to  do  good, 
especially  to  souls.  He  set  himself,  first,  to 
try  what  good  he  could  do  in  his  father’s  fami- 
ly, by  instructing  his  brothers  and  sisters,  and 
by  exhorting  and  admonishing  the  servants. 
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He  afterwards  made  it  a rule  with  himself 
never  to  be  in  any  company  where  it  would 
be  proper  for  one  so  young  to  bear  a part  in 
the  conversation,  but,  if  possible,  he  would 
do  them  some  good.  And  remarkably  was 
that  promise  fulfilled  to  him,  44  To  him  that 
has,  shall  more  be  given;”  for  upon  this  faith- 
ful and  diligent  improvement  of  his  talent 
this  way,  his  Lord  and  Master  did  greatly 
multiply  his  opportunities  of  usefulness,  till 
he  came  to  be  very  eminently  useful  to  whole 
churches,  towns,  and  countries. 

He  would  therefore,  in  his  more  advanced 
years,  earnestly  advise  young  people  to  study 
and  contrive  to  do  good,  to  love  it,  and  to 
account  it  as  a noble  thing;  and  he  would  en- 
courage them,  from  his  own  experience,  to 
expect,  that  if  they  set  about  it  with  readiness 
and  humility,  and  began  betimes  to  do  what 
good  they  could,  God  would  do  great  things 
both  for  them  and  by  them. 

But  his  love  did  not  express  itself 44  in  word 
and  in  tongue  only,  but  in  deed  and  in  truth.” 
For,  from  14  years  of  age  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  give  to  the  Lord  of  all,  some  part  of 
his  small  substance;  and  at  that  age  he  devo- 
ted a tenth  part  of  the  little  he  could  call  his 
own,  to  pious  and  charitable  uses.  This  pro- 
portion he  afterwards  enlarged  to  more  than  a 
seventh  part  of  his  income. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

His  Marriages  and  Children , with  the  Me- 
thod he  pursued  in  their  Education;  and  his 
Conduct  in  Private  Life . 

Because  I would  finish  at  once  what  re- 
lates to  him  in  his  private  capacity,  I shall  now 
give  a brief  account  of  his  marriages  and  chil- 
dren, and  his  conduct  in  private  life. 

In  his  24th  year  he  thought  it  adviseable  to 
marry 5 and  having  first  looked  up  to  heaven 
for  direction,  and  attended  to  the  counsel  of 
his  friends,  he  chose  for  his  yoke-fellow,  Aba- 
gail  Phillips,  daughter  of  the  Honourable  Co- 
lonel Phillips,  of  Charlestown $ a comely  and 
ingenious  woman.  She  proved  an  agreeable 
consort,  till  he  was  bereaved  of  her  by  death, 
in  the  year  1702. 

Upon  this  mournful  breach,  his  family  was 
in  great  darkness  and  disorder,  which  put 
him  upon  contiuually  looking  up  to  Him, 

6 ; from  whom  descends  every  good  gift,”  to 
heal  the  breach  which  his  Providence  had 
made.  His  petitions  were  heard  and  granted, 
and  he  was  directed  to  a second  marriage  in 
the  year  1703,  with  a widow  gentlewoman, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hubbard,  daughter  of  Dr. 
John  Clark.  Her  endowments  both  of  body 
and  mind,  were  such  as  gave  him  much  cause 
to  rejoice  in  her,  as  66  one  that  findeth  great 
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spoil,  and  hath  obtained  favour  of  the  Lord.’’ 
They  lived  together,  in  perfect  harmony,  for 
10  years.  She  died  November  8,  1713,"  with 
willingness,  and  without  fear,  much  beloved, 
and  much  lamented. 

In  his  fifty-third  year,  he  was  married  to 
a third  wife,  who  was  the  widow  of  Mr. 
George,  a worthy  merchant,  and  daughter  of 
the  learned  Mr.  Samuel  Lee.  She  also  was 
a lady  of  many  and  great  accomplishments. 
With  her  the  doctor  was  blest  to  the  end  of 
his  life,  when  she  became  his  disconsolate  wi- 
dow. He  had  in  all  15  children,  viz.  nine  by 
his  first  wife,  and  six  by  his  second.  But  six 
only  of  the  whole  number  lived  to  a state  of  ma- 
turity, and  only  two  survived  him,  viz.  a daugh- 
ter by  the  first  wife,  and  a son  by  the  second. 

Though  the  doctor  met  with  so  many  be- 
reavements in  his  family  (as  well  as  sorrows, 
on  other  accounts)  yet  he  never  “ fainted  in 
the  day  of  adversity;”  but  he  still  believed 
it  was  “ in  faithfulness  that  God  afflicted 
him.”  He  considered  every  calamity  as  a 
talent  that  was  capable  of  being  improved 
to  the  glory  of  Christ;  as  particularly,  by 
his  own  patient  and  exemplary  behaviour 
under  it;  and  by  his  communicating  to  others 
those  “ comforts  wherewith  he  himself  was 
comforted  of  God.”  It  was  with  this  view, 
that  he  preached  and  printed  a sermon,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  death  of  each  of  his  wives 
and  of  every  child  that  he  buried.  So  that 
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those  repeated  floods  of  adversity  were  so 
far  from  drowning  and  extinguishing  his 
zeal  for  God,  and  for  the  good  of  souls,  that 
they  made  him  grow  more  and  more  fruitful 
in  every  good  work. 

The  rules  he  observed,  and  the  methods 
he  pursued  in  the  education  of  his  children, 
may  probably  give  some  useful  hints  to  other 
godly  parents;  on  which  account  therefore 
they  are  worth  relating.  As, 

1.  He  poured  out  continual  prayers  to  the 
God  of  all  grace  for  them,  and  especially  for 
spiritual  blessings;  as,  that  he  would  be  a 
Father  to  them,  that  he  would  bestow  his 
Son  and  grace  upon  them,  and  u guide  them 
by  his  counsel,  and  bring  them  to  glory.” 
And  it  was  his  usual  way  to  pray  for  each  of 
them  distinctly,  by  name. 

2.  He  began  to  entertain  them  betimes 
with  delightful  stories,  chiefly  out  of  the 
Scripture  history,  from  which  he  would  al- 
ways draw  some  lesson  of  piety,  and  endea- 
vour to  fix  it  upon  their  minds  by  means  of 
the  story.  This  was  one  part  of  the'  stated 
entertainment  of  his  table  every  day. 

3.  When  his  children  accidentally  fell  in 
his  way,  it  was  his  usual  custom  to  drop 
some  sentence  for  their  instruction.  However 
accidental  this  might  seem,  yet  it  required  no 
little  labour  and  contrivance  to  be  always 
furnished  for  it. 

4.  He  endeavoured  to  engage  all  his  chil- 
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dren  very  early  in  exercises  of  piety  and 
devotion,  and  especially  in  secret  prayer, 
for  which  he  gave  them  plain  and  short  di- 
rections. And  he  would  often  remind  them  of 
this  their  duty;  “ Child,  don’t  you  forget 
every  day  to  go  alone,  and  pray,  as  I have  di- 
rected you.” 

5.  He  endeavoured  also  to  form  their  ten-, 
der  minds  into  a temper  of  kindness  and  be- 
neficence, by  putting  them  on  doing  kind 
services  for  one  another,  and  for  other  chil- 
dren : . and  he  would  encourage  and  com- 
mend them,  when  he  saw  they  delighted  in 
it;  as  well  as  make  them  see,  that  a back- 
wardness to  such  offices  of  kindness  and 
love,  was  highly  displeasing  to  him.  He  ear- 
nestly cautioned  them  against  all  manner  of 
revenging  of  injuries,  and  instructed  them  to 
return  good  offices  for  evil  ones,  showing 
them,  that  they  would  hereby  become  like 
the  good  God  and  the  blessed  Jesus.  And 
thus  he  laboured  to  form  his  children  into  a 
sweetness  of  temper,  as  well  as  into  a decent 
and  regular  behaviour. 

6.  He  had  his  children  taught  to  write  as 
soon  as  possible;  and  as  soon  as  they  could 
write,  he  would  employ  them  in  writing  out 
short  lessons  of  virtue  and  piety,  which  he 
contrived  for  them,  in  order  to  fix  those  les- 
sons the  deeper  in  their  memories. 

7.  At  the  same  time  that  he  endeavoured 
to  assure  them  of  his  love,  and  taught  them 
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to  pay  a becoming  deference  to  his  judgment, 
as  to  all  things  that  were  good  for  them,  he 
laboured  also  to  convince  them  of  the  base- 
ness and  hatefulness  of  all  sin,  and  of  the 
amiableness  of  virtue  and  goodness. 

8.  His  usual  method  of  correcting  his 
children  for  their  faults  was  very  tender,  and 
yet  not  the  less  effectual,  but  probably  the 
more  so.  The  first  correction,  (if  one  may 
call  it  so,)  if  the  fault  were  not  very  great, 
was  to  let  the  child  see  him  in  a perfect  as- 
tonishment, at  its  being  guilty  of  so  base  a 
thing,  hardly  believing  it  could  be  true,  or 
however  hoping  the  child  would  never  do  so 
any  more.  For  the  child  to  be  banished  from 
its  father’s  presence  for  some  time,  was  or- 
dinarily the  heaviest  punishment  of  all;  and 
so  his  children  were  taught  to  account  it. 
He  rarely  corrected  any  of  them  with  blows, 
and  never  but  in  a case  of  obstinacy,  or  for 
something  highly  criminal.  For  he  looked 
upon  that  slavish  way  of  education,  which  is 
so  commonly  practised  in  schools  and  fami- 
lies, by  raving  at  children  and  beating  them 
for  every  fault,  to  be  a dreadful  judgment  of 
God  upon  the  world,  and  a very  abominable 
practice. 

9.  He  endeavoured  with  all  possible  kind 
insinuations,  to  bring  his  children  to  a love 
of  learning,  and  to  make  them  account  it  the 
noblest  thing  in  the  world.  Therefore  he 
seldom  proposed  play  for  the  reward  of  dili- 
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gence,  lest  they  should  think  diversion  better 
than  their  business:  but  rather  he  would 
have  his  children  account  it  a privilege  to  be 
taught  $ therefore,  his  refusing  to  teach  them 
was  the  punishment  which  he  sometimes  in- 
flicted for  a fault.  Instead  of  threatening  to 
whip  them,  if  they  did,  or  did  not  do  so  and 
so,  he  would  threaten,  that  they  should  not 
be  suffered  to  read,  or  to  write,  or  learn 
such  and  such  a thing.  On  the  other  hand, 
his  children  were  taught  to  expect  it,  as  a 
reward  of  their  doing  well  that  their  Father 
would  teach  them  something  that  was  curi- 
ous and  entertaining. 

10.  Above  all  other  instructions  which  he 
gave  his  children,  he  laboured  most  earnest- 
ly and  diligently  to  instruct  them  in  religion, 
and  to  impress  their  minds  with  an  early 
sense  of  it.  He  would  often  call  them  44  to 
remember  their  Creator,”  telling  them  the 
eye  of  the  great  God  was  always  upon  them. 
He  endeavoured  to  recommend  Christ  to 
their  love,  and  his  example  to  their  imita- 
tion, as  a proper  expression  of  their  love  to 
the  blessed  Jesus.  He  would  particularly 
recommend  to  them  the  pattern  of  Christ’s 
obedience  to  his  Father’s  will  in  all  things, 
as  that  which  they  should  follow,  by  doing 
whatever  their  parents  required  of  them.  He 
would  often  tell  them  also  of  the  good  angels, 
who  love  them,  and  guard  them  from  many 
evils,  and  do  many  good  offices  for  them: 


REV.  DR.  COTTON  MATHER.  19 

therefore  they  should  be  very  careful,  that 
they  do  not  grieve  and  disoblige  them,  by 
doing  any  ill  thing.  He  did  not  choose  to 
say  much  to  his  young  children  about  the 
evil  angels*  lest  it  should  impress  their  fan- 
cies with  frightful  notions  of  apparitions. — 
Yet  he  would  briefly  tell  them  of  the  devils 
who  tempt  them  to  sin,  and  who  are  glad 
when  they  do  wickedly,  that  they  may  get 
leave  of  God  to  kill  them  for  it.  He  would 
tell  them  further,  and  that  often  too,  of  the 
judgment  and  world  to  come,  of  heaven  and 
of  hell,  as  the  consequence  of  their  good  or 
bad  behaviour  here.  And,  when  his  chil- 
dren were  grown  capable  of  superior  methods 
of  instruction,  he  would  take  them  alone,  one 
by  one,  and  after  many  affectionate  and  so- 
lemn charges  to  fear  God,  to  love  Christ, 
and  to  hate  sin,  he  would  pray  with  them  in 
his  study,  and  make  them  the  witnesses  of 
his  strong  cries  and  earnest  wrestlings  with 
God,  on  their  behalf. 

11.  He  not  only  taught  his  children  the 
catechism,  and  explained  it  to  their  under- 
standing, by  asking  abundance  of  short 
questions  upon  every  answer,  but  he  used 
also  to  examine  them  upon  the  sermons  they 
heard,  in  a catechetical  way,  turning  every 
head  and  truth  that  had  been  delivered  into 

a question  to  be  answered  with  yes  or  no 

This  he  found  was  an  excellent  means  of  en- 
gaging  their  attention  and  informing  their 
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minds. — In  these  familiar  exercises  he  would 
often  take  an  opportunity  to  ask  his  children 
such  serious  questions  as  these:  46  Do  you 
desire  this  grace?  Do  you  consent  to  this 
article  of  the  gospel  covenant?”  And  there 
is  reason  to  hope  and  believe,  that  the  good 
Spirit  of  God  brought  several  of  them  to  an 
unfeigned  consent  to  the  covenant  of  grace, 
by  means  of  his  exercises. 

To  the  account  of  his  conduct  in  his  fa- 
mily, and  towards  his  own  children,  it  may 
fee  proper  here  to  add  some  miscellaneous 
hints  of  his  private  conduct,  with  respect  both 
to  himself  and  others.  As, 

First , Ife  was  much  in  prayer;  for  he 
prayed  statedly  six  times  a day. 

Secondly , He  was  a very  great  reader,  by 
which  he  acquired  such  a large  stock  of 
knowledge,  of  various  kinds,  as  furnished 
him  for  entertaining  and  useful  discourse  in 
all  companies.  This,  with  his  agreeable 
manner  in  conversation,  made  his  company 
welcome  to  all  who  had  a relish  for  learning, 
politeness,  and  ingenuity. 

Thirdly , He  laid  down  several  rules  for 
himself  in  conversation,  which  he  religiously 
adhered  to. 

1.  Not  to  affect  loquacity  and  reputation 
for  wit,  but  to  maintain  a gravity,  and  to 
speak  with  deliberation;  for  44  in  the  multi- 
tude of  words  there  wanteth  not  sin.” 

2.  Not  to  utter  any  thing  that  was  like  to 
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be  wholly  useless,  and  to  be  constantly  on 
Ins  guard  against  speaking  the  least  word 
that  was  sinful,  or  that  might  be  hurtful  to 
another;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  endeavour 
that  others  might  be  made  some  ways  wiser 
and  better,  by  all  they  should  hear  from 
him. 

3.  To  watch  and  improve  all  opportuni- 
ties to  speak  for  the  honour  of  Christ,  and 
to  recommend  him  to  the  esteem  of  men,  and 
to  their  choice  of  him  for  their  Saviour. 

4.  He  resolved  he  would  never  speak  evil 
falsely  of  any  man ; and  if  ever  he  spoke  evil 
of  any,  it  should  be  under  the  following  re- 
strictions and  limitations,  which  he  conscien- 
tiously observed,  viz. 

(1.)  He  would  consider  whether  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  speak  to  the  person  himself, 
concerning  the  evil,  before  he  spoke  of  it  to 
any  one  else. 

(2.)  However,  he  would  ordinarily  say 
nothing  reflecting  on  any  man,  behind  his 
back,  which  he  would  not  readily  say  to  his  face. 

(3.)  That  he  would  aggravate  no  evil  of 
another,  which  he  had  occasion  to  speak  of, 
nor  make  it  worse  than  it  was. 

(4.)  That  when  he  was  properly  called  to 
speak  evil  of  any  man,  if  he  knew  any  good 
of  him,  he  would  speak  of  that  too. 

(5.)  That  he  would  be  sure  to  maintain 
charity  towards  the  persons  of  all  that  he  had 
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occasion  to  speak  any%  evil  of,  and  would 
heartily  wish  them  all  good. 

Fourthly.  He  was  very  careful  to  avoid  all 
occasions  of  contention,  and  would  deny 
himself  almost  any  thing  in  the  world,  ra- 
ther than  have  a personal  quarrel  with  any 
man;  for  which  he  used  to  give  these  rea- 
sons, viz.  that  personal  quarrels  break  in 
opon  the  peace  and  comfort  of  the  mind,  and 
almost  inevitably  lead  to  sin:  that  they  usual- 
ly swallow  up  a great  deal  of  our  time, 
which  may  be  laid  out  infinitely  better,  in 
the  service  of  Christ,  and  his  church;  and, 
since  we  have  so  little  time  to  live  in  the 
world,  it  is  a foolish  thing  to  throw  away  any 
of  it  in  squabbles. 

Fifthly , If  he  was  informed  that  any  per- 
son had  injured  him  in  word  or  deed,  he 
would  seldom  let  him  know  that  he  knew  of 
it;  but  would  bury  the  wrong  in  silence  and 
oblivion:  by  which  means  he  has  u overcome 
evil  with  good;”  and  those  that  had  wrong- 
ed him,  have  afterwards  become  his  most  hear- 
ty friends. 

Sixthly , He  was  careful  to  redeem  his 
time,  and  very  watchful  against  all  unneces- 
sary waste  of  it.  And  therefore  to  prevent 
the  tediousness  of  visits,  he  wrote  over  his 
study  door,  in  capital  letters,  be  short!' — 
And  yet,  let  him  be  never  so  busy  when  his 
friends  came  to  visit  him,  his  behaviour  to 
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them  was  never  morose  and  sour,  but  easy 
and  obliging.  He  would  throw  aside  his 
business,  and  seem  perfectly  at  leisure  to  en- 
tertain them,  and  enjoy  their  company. 

Seventhly , When  he  travelled,  he  common- 
ly took  some  young  gentleman  along  with 
him,  not  merely  for  a companion  in  the  jour- 
ney, but  that  he  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  improving  him  in  knowledge,  and 
especially  of  recommending  religion  to  him, 
which  he  well  knew  how  to  do,  in  a most 
sweet  and  easy  manner.  He  used  always  to 
pray  in  private  with  his  fellow  traveller, 
wherever  they  lodged  together. 

Eighthly , There  were  two  books  in  which 
he  .was  writing  every  day;  one  he  entitled 
his  u Quotidiana,”  which  was  a common 
place-book,  into  which  he  transcribed  re- 
markable passages  out  of  the  books  he  read. 
And  by  means  of  a well -contrived  index, 
he  could  readily  turn  to  any  passage  that  he 
had  occasion  for  afterwards.  The  other  book 
was  his  “ Diary,”  in  which  he  wrote  memo- 
randums of  the  daily  occurrences  of  Provi- 
dence, and  of  his  own  duties  and  defects,  and 
the  frames  of  his  own  heart.  It  is  from  this 
book  that  the  greater  part  of  these  memoirs 
of  hi$  life  is  taken.  Here,  in  the  records  of 
one  year,  it  appears  that  he  had  preached 
seventy-two  public  sermons,  besides  many 
private  ones;  that  not  a day  had  passed  with- 
out some  contrivance  to  do  good;  nor  in 
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which  some  of  his  revenues  had  not  been 
dealt  out  to  charitable  and  pious  uses;  that 
in  that  one  year  he  had  composed  and  pub- 
lished fourteen  books,  and  that  he  had  kept 
sixty  fasts,  and  twenty-two  vigils.  And  yet, 
notwithstanding  his  amazing  diligence  in  im- 
proving his  time,  and  the  many  valuable  ser- 
vices with  which  he  filled  up  every  year  and 
every  day,  his  humility  has  filled  his  diary 
with  continual  censures  upon  himself  and  his 
defects;  for  instance,  at  the  end  of  one  year 
he  writes,  “ Time  so  mispent  as  to  render  it 
unfit  to*  be  called  life.”  Another  year  he 
calls  “a  year  of  a forfeited  life.”  On  the 
review  of  another  year  he  says,  “ Another 
year  of  my  sinning  against  my  precious  Re- 
deemer. Alas,  my  unfruitfulness.”  Another 
year  he  calls  **  a year  whiled  away  in  sin  and 
sloth.”  But  after  all  these  humble  censures, 
how  happy  would  it  be  for  the  greatest  part 
of  the  world,  if  they  could  but  give  as  good 
an  account  of  their  time  and  talents  as  he 
could!  “ Blessed  is  that  wise  and  faithful 
servant,  whom  his  Lord  when  he  cometh,  shall 
find  so  doing.” 
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CHAPTER  III 

His  Entrance  on,  and  Settlement  in  the  Mi- 
nistry; the  Rides  which  he  laid  down  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  it ; and  the  un- 
wearied diligence  with  which  he  pursued  it 
in  public , and  from  house  to  house . 

Dr.  Mather  had,  from  his  cradle,  an  im- 
pediment in  his  speech,  which  had  so  bad  an 
aspect  on  his  usefulness  as  a preacher,  that 
for  some  time,  he  quite  laid  aside  all  thoughts 
of  the  ministry,  and  applied  himself  to  the 
study  of  physic.  But  by  habituating  himself 
to  a deliberate  way  of  speaking,  he  in  time 
got  rid  of  his  impediment.  And  then,  by  the 
advice  of  his  friends,  he  returned  to  the  study 
of  divinity,  which  he  prosecuted  with  such 
successful  application,  that  before  he  was  18 
years  old,  he  was  thought  to  be  very  compe- 
tently furnished  for  public  service,  and  was 
advised  to  begin  to  preach;  which  according- 
ly he  did,  August  22,  1680.  His  having  turn- 
ed his  studies  from  physic  to  divinity, directed 
his  thoughts  to  Luke  iv.  18,  for  the  subject 
of  his  first  sermon, 66  He  hath  sent  me  to  heal 
the  broken-hearted,”  in  which  he  displayed 
the  glory  of  Christ,  as  the  great  physician 
of  souls. 

He  preached  the  first  time  for  his  grand- 
father, the  Rev.  Mr.  Richard  Mather,  at  Dor- 
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Chester.  The  next  Lord’s  day,  for  his  own 
father  at  Boston;  and  the  Lord’s  day  after, 
for  his  grandfather  -Cotton,  at  Boston.  His 
eminent  abilities  and  pulpit  gifts  were  soon 
taken  notice  of,  so  that  in  half  a year  after 
his  first  beginning  to  preach,  the  North 
Church  at  Boston  gave  him  an  unanimous  in- 
vitation to  be  his  father’s  assistant,  and  made 
him  a handsome  offer  for  his  support.  This 
church  having  had  near  two  years  further 
trial  of  his  ministerial  qualifications,  did  una- 
nimously choose,  and  call  him  to  be  co-pastor 
with  his  father,  though  he  was  not  yet  quite 
twenty  years  old.  The  modest  and  low  opi- 
nion he  had  of  himself,  kept  him  from  ac- 
cepting their  call  for  some  time,  though  the 
people  were  very  pressing  upon  him  to  ac- 
cept of  it.  Upon  this  occasion  he  kept  many 
days  of  private  fasting  and  prayer;  in  one  of 
them,  finding  his  heart  very  much  inclined 
to  comply  with  the  desire  of  the  church,  he 
solemnly  declared  to  the  Lord,  and  64  not 
expecting  any  temporal  advantage,  but  rather 
sorrow  and  sickness,  obloquy  and  many  per- 
secutions, he  would,  out  of  love  to  him,  un- 
dertake the  work  that  he  was  called  to,  even 
to  feed  a numerous  flock  of  his;”  and  he  then 
solemnly  resolved  before  God — 

1.  That  he  would  endeavour  to  be  a faith- 
ful pastor  unto  those  over  whom  he  should 
be  placed. 

2.  That  he  would  endeavour  to  be  humble, 
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under  whatever  enlargements  should  be  vouch- 
safed unto  him.  And, 

3.  That  if  God  should  bless  him  to  build 
up  his  church,  with  an  unspotted  reputation, 
he  would  endeavour  to  be  contented  with 
whatever  state  should  be  ordered  for  him  in 
the  world,  though  never  so  poor  and  afflicted. 

Having  afterwards  signified  to  the  church 
his  willingness  to  accept  of  their  call,  he  was 
ordained  their  pastor,  by  fasting  and  prayer, 
and  imposition  of  hands,  May  14,  1684. 

It  appears  by  a section  in  his  diary  wrote 
about  this  time  how  apprehensive  he  was  of  the 
danger  of  being  lifted  up  with  pride,  and  how 
earnestly  he  set  himself  to  watch  against  it. 
He  writes  thus:  “ The  apprehension  of  cursed 
p ride  (the  sin  of  young  ministers)  working  in 
my  heart,  filled  me  with  inexpressible  bit- 
terness and  confusion  before  the  Lord.  In 
my  early  youth,  when  some  others  of  my  age 
were  playing  in  the  streets,  I was  preaching 
to  large  assemblies,  and  I was  honoured  with 
great  respect  among  the  people  of  God.  I 
feared  (and  thanks  be  to  God  that  he  made 
me  fear)  lest  Satan  was  hereby  preparing  a 
snare  and  a pit  for  such  a novice.  I there- 
fore resolved  that  I would  set  apart  a day,  to 
humble  myself  before  God  for  the  pride  of 
my  own  heart,  and  to  supplicate  his  grace  to 
deliver  me  from  that  sin,  and  from  the  dread- 
ful wrath  it  would  expose  me  to.  I did  so: 
and  on  this  day  I examined  myself  by  those 
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marks  of  pride,  which  I found  in  some  judi- 
cious discourses  on  that  subject;  and  I saw 
reason  to  fear  that  I had  been  guilty  of  this 
sin,  more  especially  in  these  two  respects: 
1st,  By  applauding  myself  in  my  own  thoughts, 
as  when  I had  either  prayed  or  preached  with 
enlargement,  or  answered  a question  readily 
and  suitably;  and  2dly,  By  an  ambitious  af- 
fectation of  pre-eminence  above  what  could, 
reasonably  belong  to  my  age  or  worth,  and 
above  other  persons  that  were  far  more  de- 
serving than  myself.  I endeavoured  there- 
fore to  humble  my  heart  with  the  following 
considerations: 

“ 1.  What  is  pride,  but  the  very  image  of 
Satan  on  the  soul?  The  more  any  man  has 
of  Christ  in  him,  the  more  humbled  will  he 
be,  the  more  low  and  vile  in  his  own  eyes, 
and  the  more  empty  of  himself.  When  God 
renews  his  image  in  us,  he  pulls  down  our 
proud  thoughts.  ’Tis  true,  pride  is  a natu- 
ral sin;  but  grace  will  subdue  it.  Alas,  then, 
how  little  grace  have  I!  how  unlike  am  I to 
him  who  could  say,  ‘I  am  lowly.’  Let  me 
for  this  cause  6 abhor  myself  in  dust  and 
ashes. 5 

“ 2.  Do  I not  by  pride  offend  God?  Pride 
is  a breach  of  his  holy  command,  and  he  has 
often  declared  his  abhorrence  of  it.  His  Holy 
Spirit  grieved  by  it;  and  how  earnestly  does 
the  Scripture  caution  against  all  approaches 
to  it!  Shall  I bear  to  think  of  offending  that 
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God,  who  has  been  a father  to  me,  and  whom 
I have  chosen  and  vowed  to  love  and  serve, 
as  my  God  and  Father?  or  that  Spirit  upon 
whose  influences  my  soul  does  live,  and  by 
whom  I 6 am  sealed  unto  the  day  of  redemp- 
tion?’ 

66  3.  Is  not  my  pride  most  unreasonable 
folly  and  madness?  For  have  I any  just  oc- 
casion of  6 glorying  in  myself?’  What  have 
I done  that  is  singularly  excellent?  Am  not 
I,  in  most  attainments,  exceeded  by  most  of 
my  calling  and  standing?  And  O,  have  not 
I a cursed  nature  in  me?  and  hath  not  the 
Lord  heretofore  left  me  to  commit  some  fol- 
lies, the  remembrance  of  which  should  make 
me  go  softly  all  my  days?  Lord,  I am  viler 
than  a beast  before  thee.  Or,  why  should  I 
seek  honour?  It  is  not  seemly  for  such  a fool. 
Am  I fit  for  the  service  I am  called  to?  Am 
I not  rather  as  unsavoury  salt,  fit  for  nothing 
but  the  dunghill?  What  am  I better  than 
the  least  of  all  saints?  If  in  any  outward  cir- 
cumstances and  honours  I am  raised  above 
any  of  them,  I am  thereby  more  exposed  to 
temptation  and  sin.  Lie  then,  0 my  soul,  in 
the  dust  before  the  Lord. 

46  4.  How  dangerous,  how  destructive  an 
evil  is  this  pride?  How  does  it  provoke  the 
God  of  heaven  to  take  away  from  me  every 
one  of  those  idols,  which  in  my  fond  pride  I 
dote  upon ! and  if  the  Lord  should  deprive 
me  of  my  capacities  and  opportunities,  into 
c 2 
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what  a horrible  pit  of  sorrows  and  miseries 
should  I then  fall?  And  let  me  remember 
that  pride  will  sooner  than  any  thing,  drive 
away  the  good  Spirit  of  God  from  the  heart 
of  a poor  creature:  and  if  that  should  be  my 
fate,  6 Lord  have  mercy  on  me,5  what  a mo- 
nument shall  I be  of  thy  direful  vengeance! 
0 that  the  Lord  would  set  home  these  thoughts 
for  my  humiliation! 

44  But  what  shall  I do  for  the  cure  of  this 
disease? 

44  In  the  first  and  chief  place,  I would  car- 
ry my  distempered  heart  unto  the  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ,  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  that 
all-sufficient  physician,  that  he  may  cure  it. 

64 Secondly , I would  be  daily  watchful 
against  my  pride.  I would  continually  keep 
an  eye  upon  my  heart,  and  check  the  least 
beginnings  and  first  motions  of  this  corrup- 
tion. 

44  Thirdly , I would  study  much  the  nature, 
the  work,  and  the  aggravations  of  this  evil, 
and  the  excellency  of  the  grace  that  is  con- 
trary to  it. 

44  Lord,  what  shall  I do  for  the  cure  of  this 
disease,  my  pride?  Blessed  be  thy  name, 
thou  hast  showed  me  a way,  and  bid  me  walk 
in  it.  Have  I not  heard  thee  saying  to  my 
soul,  stung  with  sin  and  swoln  with  pride, 
4 Look  unto  me  and  be  saved!5  And  so  by 
thy  grace  I will  do:  I have  done  so,  and 
have  found,  and  to  this  day  I find  the  benefit 
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of  it.  Why  am  I not  insensibly  and  incu- 
rably led  away  captive  by  this  lust,  with 
which  I am  now  warring?  It  is  because  I 
have  put  my  heart  into  the  hands  of  the  faith- 
ful Jesus;  and  he  has  not  suffered  me  to  go 
on  unconcerned  about  this  distemper  of  my 
soul;  but  has  awakened  me  to  seek  relief 
at  his  hands,  as  1 do  this  day.  And  now  I 
come  to  him;  he  sees  how  I am  labouring 
and  heavy  laden,  and  he  has  bid  me  come. 
He  calls  for  my  heart;  and  though  it  is  a 
proud  heart,  I am  to  bring  it  to  him.  O Lord 
I bring  it  because  it  is  proud.  Wherefore 
doth  he  call  for  it?  Is  it  not  that  he  may 
setup  his  kingdom  in  it,  fill  it  with  his  graces, 
and  manifest  the  power  of  his  rich  goodness 
in  it  for  ever?  Then  let  him  take  my  heart 
and  make  it  humble:  it  is  easy  with  him  to 
do  it.  Though  I cannot  overcome  this  pride, 
he  can.  O let  him  do  it!  I wait  upon  him 
for  it;  I believe  and  am  satisfied  he  will  do  it. 
I have  not  sought  thy  face  in  vain.” 

Having  thus  traced  Mr.  Mather’s  life  to 
his  settlement  in  the  ministry,  this  may  be  a 
proper  place  to  insert  certain  rules,  which  it 
appears  he  laid  down  for  himself  about  this 
time,  to  walk  by,  in  the  exercise  of  his  min- 
istry. As, 

First , With  respect  to  uhis  own  spirit  and 
temper.”  , 

1.  That  he  would  exercise  himself  unto 
godliness. 
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2.  That  he  would  u endeavour  to  suffer 
injuries  and  abuses,  and  bury  them  in  si- 
lence, rather  than  maintain  a contest  with 
any  man.”  This  he  judged  would  be  the 
best  way  to  promote  the  grand  interest 
which  he  had  most  at  heart,  even  the  interest 
of  religion,  and  the  salvation  of  souls,  how- 
ever his  temporal  interest  might  suffer  by  it. 
Accordingly,  it  has  been  observed  of  him, 
that  if  he  made  any  difference  in  his  beha- 
viour towards  those  who  had  abused  him, 
and  those  that  valued  and  loved  him,  it  was, 
that  he  was  more  ready  to  serve  his  enemies 
than  his  friends:  and  his  winning  carriage 
has  often  wonderfully  softened  the  hearts  of 
such  as  were  but  ill  affected  to  him,  and  con- 
quered the  prejudices  of  unreasonable  men. 

3.  That  he  would  66  endeavour  to  main- 
tain a high  opinion  of  the  personal  worth  of 
the  more  valuable  persons  in  his  flock,  and 
of  the  unspeakable  worth  of  the  souls  of  ail 
of  them;”  that  by  this  means  he  might  be 
more  quickened  to  diligence  in  his  studies 
and  labours  for  their  service,  and  particular- 
ly in  his  composures  for  the  pulpit;  that  his 
sermons  might  be  worth  their  hearing,  and 
useful  to  their  edification. 

4.  That  he  would  “ endeavour  that  the 
temporal  benefit  he  enjoyed  by  the  salary 
which  his  people  allowed  him,  might  be  well 
answered,  and  abundantly  exceeded,  in  the 
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spiritual  benefit  they  should  receive  from  his 
ministry.” 

5.  That  44  in  studying  and  preparing  his 
sermons  before  he  preached  them,  he  would 
endeavour  to  make  even  that  an  exercise  of 
devotion  for  his  own  soul.”  Accordingly, 
his  way  was,  at  the  end  of  every  paragraph 
to  make  a pause,  and  endeavour  to  make  his 
own  soul  feel  some  holy  impressions  of  the 
truths  contained  in  it.  This,  he  thought, 
would  be  an  excellent  means  of  delivering 
his  sermons  with  life  and  spirit,  and  warm- 
ing the  hearts  of  the  people  by  them;  and  so 
he  found  it. 

Secondly , with  respect  to  44  his  studying 
and  preaching  sermons.  ” The  rules  he  pro- 
posed to  himself,  and  which  he  followed, 
were — 

1.  46  To  pray  for  direction  in  the  choice  of 
his  text  and  subject;”  and  before  he  entered 
on  a subject  that  would  require  several  ser- 
mons, or  undertook  to  preach  over  a larger 
portion  of  Scripture  (as  suppose  some  whole 
chapter  or  epistle)  he  would  address  to  God 
with  more  solemn  supplication,  for  all  neces- 
sary aids. 

2.  44  To  consider  the  case  and  circumstan- 
ces of  his  hearers  as  a means  of  direction  to 
the  subject  he  should  preach  upon;”  and  to 
have  some  particular  design  for  their  edifica- 
tion in  every  sermon  he  preached 

3.  44  To  read  every  text  in  the  original, 
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that  he  intended  to  preach  on,  and  to  consult 
the  commentators  upon  it,  before  he  compos- 
ed his  sermon. 

4.  6 6 Not  ordinarily  to  preach  many  ser- 
mons on  one  text,”  as  judging  a variety  of 
texts  would  be  more  grateful  to  the  hearers, 
as  well  as  a better  means  of  leading  them  in- 
to an  acquaintance  with  the  scriptures:  nor 
by  any  means  to  confine  himself  to  one  me- 
thod in  handling  every  text;  but  to  use  that 
which  he  should  judge  most  proper  for  each 
text  and  subject. 

5.  If  he  were  in  a course  of  sermons,  on 
any  text  or  subject,  yet  “ not  to  debar  him- 
self the  liberty  of  preaching,  now  and  then, 
a single  sermon  on  another  subject,”  as  he 
saw  occasion  for  it. 

6.  66  To  endeavour  after  a scriptural  style 
in  his  sermons,”  and  not  ordinarily  to  dis- 
miss any  head,  without  expressly  quoting 
some  pertinent  text  of  scripture  to  prove  or  to 
illustrate  it. 

7.  “Not  to  waste  his  hearers’  time  with 
more  words  than  were  necessary  to  convey 
his  thoughts  without  obscurity;”  but  to 
crowd  every  sermon  as  full  with  matter  as 
he  could. 

8.  “To  have  much  of  Christ  in  all  his  ser- 
mons,” as  know  ing  that  the  Holy  Ghost  loves 
to  glorify  Christ;  and  hoping  therefore,  that 
if  he  followed  this  rule,  the  Holy  Spirit 
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would  favour  him  with  much  of  his  influence, 
in  the  exercise  of  his  ministry. 

9.  “ To  avoid  long  periods  and  sentences,” 
which  are  inconvenient  for  the  understand- 
ing of  ordinary  hearers,  and  for  the  pen  of 
those  that  write  after  the  minister. 

10.  In  delivering  his  sermons,  “to  take 
heed  of  beginning  too  fast,  or  too  loud.” 

11.  46  To  use  notes  in  preaching,”  yet  not 
so  to  confine  his  eye  to  them,  as  would  hin- 
der the  life  of  his  delivery  and  action.  < 

12.  Ordinarily,  “to  conclude  his  sermon 
with  some  scripture  sentence,”  as  choosing 
to  leave  the  word  of  God,  for  the  last  thing, 
upon  the  minds  of  the  people. 

Thirdly , Rules  which  he  laid  down  and 
observed  for  the  more  private  discharge  of 
his  ministry,  and  edification  of  his  flock. 

1.  64  To  keep  a list  of  all  the  members  of 
his  church,  and  to  go  over  it,  by  parcels  at 
a time,  in  his  secret  prayers.”  Supplicating 
the  most  suitable  blessings,  he  could  think 
of,  for  each  person  in  particular.  Not  only 
did  he  observe  this  rule  in  his  daily  prayers, 
but  he,  every  now  and  then,  set  apart  a 
whole  day  for  fasting  and  prayer  on  his 
church’s  account;  and  on  such  days,  he  used 
to  pray  for  every  member  of  his  church  hy 
name , though  they  amounted  to  near  400. 
For  his  own  direction  in  these  his  private 
prayers  for  his  flock,  he  used  to  take  the 
bills  that  were  put  up  in  the  congregation 
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with  him  into  his  study ; and  there  he  would 
go  over  the  several  cases,  in  his  secret  pray- 
ers and  thanksgivings,  more  particularly  than 
he  did,  or  could  do,  in  public.  It  was  his 
custom  also,  before  his  evening  prayers,  to 
ask  his  own  heart,  Who  has  showed  me  any 
kindness  this  day?  And  he  would  endea- 
vour to  return  the  kindness,  with  earnest 
supplications  to  the  God  of  heaven,  for  spi- 
ritual and  eternal  blessings  on  those  that  had 
particularly  obliged  him. 

2 66  To  observe,  from  time  to  time,  what 
evil  inclinations  and  sins  abounded  most  in 
the  place  where  he  dwelt;”  and  to  keep  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  in  order  to  de- 
precate his  own  guiltiness  in  them,  and  to 
supplicate  an  effusion  of  the  Spirit  of  Holiness, 
to  redress  and  remove  them. 

3 . 46  To  visit  the  families  of  his  flock,  for 
their  edification;”  and  for  that  purpose  it 
was  his  usual  custom  to  allot  one  or  some- 
times two  afternoons  in  a week,  and  to  send 
notice  beforehand,  to  the  families  he  intend- 
ed to  visit.  When  he  came,  his  way  was  to 
address  every  member  of  the  family  in  par- 
ticular, about  their  eternal  interest.  He  usu- 
ally began  with  the  elder  persons.  He  would 
solemnly  charge  the  heads  of  families  to 
maintain  family  worship;  and  if  they  had 
hitherto  neglected  it,  he  would  earnestly  en- 
deavour to  convince  them  of  their  duty,  and 
persuade  them  to  practice  it;  and  by  his 
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exhortations  and  prayers  with  them,  he  has 
often  obtained  their  promise  to  set  up  the 
worship  of  God  in  their  houses.  He  would 
likewise  press  upon  them  the  duty  of  in- 
structing their  children  and  servants  in  the 
things  of  God,  and  of  using  their  best  endea- 
vours to  bring  them  to  Christ. 

Then  he  called  for  the  children  and  ser- 
vants; and  having  asked  them  two  or  three 
questions  in  the  catechism,  he  expounded 
the  answers  to  them,  and  made  such  an  ap- 
plication of  them,  as  he  judged  would  be 
most  for  their  benefit.  He  made  it  his  busi- 
ness, in  these  visits,  to  set  before  young  per- 
sons the  proposals  of  the  new  covenant; 
which  he  would  do  in  so  convincing  and  per- 
suasive a manner,  as  has  often  melted  them 
into  tears,  and  prevailed  with  them  to  give 
their  consent  to  it.  He  did  not  forget  on 
these  occasions,  to  recommend  to  them  the 
duties  of  secret  prayer,  reading*  the  scrip- 
tures, and  obedience  to  their  parents  and 
masters.  In  these  visits  he  did  not  overlook 
the  youngest  children  that  could  read;  but 
would  himself  hear  them  read  three  or  four 
verses  in  the  Bible,  on  which  he  would  ground 
a short  and  familiar  exhortation,  suitable  to 
their  capacities. 

Before  he  left  the  family,  Jie  would  often 
propose  some  such  questions  as  these  to  the 
younger  branches  of  it,  which  he  would  de- 
sire they  would  ask  their  own  hearts  when 
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they  were  alone: — What  have  I been  doing 
since  I came  into  the  world,  about  the  great 
errand  upon  which  God  sent  me  into  the 
world?  and — if  God  should  call  me  out  of 
the  world,  what  would  become  of  me  through- 
out eternal  ages?  and — have  I ever  yet  by 
faith,  carried  a perishing  soul  unto  the  Lord 
Jesus,  for  righteousness  and  salvation? 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  visit,  it  was  his 
usual  way  to  recommend  to  their  considera- 
tion some  text  of  scripture,  with  a desire  that 
they  would  think  of  it  when  he  was  gone. 
And  if  any  of  the  family  were  absent,  he 
would  desire  some  that  were  present,  to  re- 
member him  to  them,  and  request  them,  in 
his  name,  to  think  of  such  a text  of  scripture, 
as  he  would  then  mention,  and  which  he 
judged  to  be  suitable  to  them. 

He  ordinarily  made  four  or  five  of  these 
visits  in  an  afternoon.  Though  this  part  of 
his  work  was  very  laborious,  yet  God  was 
pleased  to  make  it  comfortable  to  himself, 
as  well  as  profitable  to  the  souls  of  many. 

4.  Another  rule  that  he  laid  down  and  fol- 
lowed was,  46  Never  to  miss  the  opportunity 
when  any  of  his  flock  (or  indeed  any  other 
persons)  fairly  came  in  his  w^ay,  of  dropping 
some  word  that  was  good,  for  the  use  of  edi- 
fying. And  as  he  published  a great  variety 
of  books  of  piety,  he  was  continually  put- 
ting some  of  them  into  the  hands  of  such  as 
he  noped  they  might  be  useful  to.  He  would 
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say,  on  such  an  occasion,  “ Remember,  I am 
speaking  to  you  ail  the  while  you  have  this 
book  before  you.”  He  has  sometimes  given 
away  a thousand  such  books  in  one  year. 

Thus  zealous  and  laborious  was  this  ser- 
vant of  God  in  his  Master’s  work;  and  God 
was  pleased  to  encourage  and  honour  him 
with  answerable  success.  In  the  first  year  of 
his  ministry,  he  had  reason  to  believe  he  was 
made  the  instrument  of  converting  at  least 
thirty  souls . And  how  many  were  after- 
wards brought  home  to  God  by  his  labours 
in  the  pulpit,  in  families,  and  from  the  press, 
will  not  be  known  till  u that  day  shall  de- 
clare it,  when  the  Lord  shall  count,  as  he 
writeth  up  his  people,  this  and  that  man  was 
born  there.”  Many  excellent  Christians 
have  declared  to  him  on  their  death-beds, 
what  great  things  God  had  done  for  their 
souls  by  his  ministry.  He  has  had  the  satis- 
faction to  see  many  dying  saints  triumphing 
over  the  sting  and  fear  of  death ; taking  a 
most  affectionate  leave  of  him,  whom  God 
had  made  the  instrument  of  their  salvation  ; 
and  exulting  in  the  lively  hope  of  their  re- 
joicing together  in  everlasting  glory. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

His  zeal,  and  endeavours  to  do  good  in  vari- 
ous ways ; and  his  manner  of  redeeming 
time,  for  that  purpose . 

Though  from  the  account  which  has  been 
already  given  of  Dr.  Mather’s  labours  in  the- 
ministry,  one  might  naturally  be  led  to  think 
that  he  could  have  time  for  nothing  else;  yet 
his  heart  was  so  set  on  doing  good,  in  every 
possible  way,  that  he  redeemed  time  for  se- 
veral other  valuable  and  useful  services.  As 
particularly, — 

When  he  was  but  about  seventeen  years 
old,  he  undertook  the  tuition  of  some  young 
men,  some  of  them  older  than  himself,  whom 
he  carried  through  the  several  parts  of  aca- 
demic learning.  He  composed  for  their 
use,  catechetical  systems  of  the  several  scien- 
ces; and  while  he  thus  laboured  for  the  in- 
struction of  others,  he  also  improved  himself 
in  various  branches  of  literature.  As  he  stu- 
died and  laboured  to  make  his  pupils  learned 
men,  so  also,  to  make  them  good  men;  and, 
for  that  end,  not  only  did  he  watch  very 
carefully  over  their  outward  conversation, 
but  it  was  his  custom,  at  proper  times,  to 
send  for  them  one  by  one  into  the  study,  and 
there  to  converse  with  them  seriously  and 
closely  about  their  everlasting  interest.  And 
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he  often  gave  them  such  books  as  he  judged 
would  be  most  conducive  to  promote  the  di- 
vine life  in  their  souls.  This  service  he  con- 
tinued for  upwards  of  seven  years;  and  God 
gave  him  to  see  a comfortable  harvest  of 
these  his  labours;  for  several  of  those  young 
men  proved  holy  and  able  ministers.  Dr. 
Mather  would  often  say,  he  would  give  all 
he  was  worth  in  the  world  for  those  measures 
of  grace  and  good  sense,  which  he  saw  in 
some  that  were  once  his  pupils. 

He  was  several  times  consulted  by  the 
magistrates  concerning  allairs  of  state;  and 
he  has  more  than  once  stilled  the  rage  of 
the  people,  and  quelled  threatening  riots, 
merely  by  the  force  of  his  persuasion.  He 
set  on  foot,  and  promoted  several  societies 
for  the  public  good:  as  particularly,  a socie- 
ty for  suppressing  disorders,  and  for  reforma- 
tion of  manners.  And  a society  of  Peace-ma- 
kers, whose  professed  business  it  was  to  com- 
pose differences,  and  prevent  lawsuits. 

He  published  a proposal  for  an  Evangeli- 
cal Treasury,  in  order  to  build  churches 
where  they  were  wanted,  distribute  books  of 
piety,  relieve  poor  ministers,  &c.  which  his 
own  church  and  some  others  readily  fell  in 
with. 

That  he  might  the  better  extend  his  useful- 
ness beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  country,  he 
applied  himself  to  the  study  of  the  modern 
languages.  He  learned  the  French  and  the 
d 2 
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Spanish;  and  in  his  45th  year,  he  made  him- 
self so  far  master  of  the  Iroquois  Indian 
tongue,  that  he  wrote  and  published  treatises 
in  each  of  those  languages. 

In  short,  it  was  the  great  ambition  of  his 
whole  life  to  do  good.  His  heart  was  set 
upon  it;  he  did  not  therefore  content  himself 
with  merely  embracing  opportunities  of  do- 
ing good,  that  occasionally  offered,  but  he 
every  now  and  then  set  apart  some  time  on 
purpose  to  devise  good;  and  he  seldom  came 
into  any  company  without  having  this  direct- 
ly in  his  view. 

It  was  constantly  one  of  his  first  thoughts 
in  the  morning,  “ What  good  may  I do  this 
day?”  And  that  he  might  more  certainly 
attend  to  the  various  branches  of  so  large  and 
comprehensive  a duty,  he  resolved  this  gene- 
ral question,  What  good  shall  I do?  into  sev- 
eral particulars,  one  of  which  he  took  into  con- 
sideration, while  he  was  dressing  himself 
every  morning;  and  as  soon  as  he  came  into  his 
study,  he  set  down  some  brief  hints  of  his 
meditations  upon  it  He  had  ordinarily  a 
distinct  question  for  each  morning  in  the 
week. 

His  question  for  the  Lord's  day  morning 
constantly  was, 66  What  shall  I do  as  a pastor 
of  a church,  for  the  good  of  the  flock  under 
my  charge?”  Upon  this  he  considered  what 
subjects  were  most  suitable  and  seasonable 
for  him  to  preach  on;  what  families  of  his 
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flock  were  to  be  visited,  and  with  what  par- 
ticular view;  and  how  he  might  make  his 
ministry  to  be  still  more  acceptable  and  useful. 

His  question  for  Monday  morning  was, 
“ What  shall  I do  for  the  good  of  my  own 
family?”  Here  he  considered  himself  as  a 
husband,  a father,  and  a master.  He  contriv- 
ed how  he  might  best  promote  the  spiritual 
edification  of  his  consort;  as,  what  good 
books  he  should  put  into  her  hands  to  read, 
how  he  should  order  his  prayers  for  her  and 
with  her,  when  they  were  praying  together 
by  themselves  in  his  study;  and  what  hints 
might  be  proper  for  him  to  give  her,  for  her 
edification.  He  considered  what  parts  of  the 
education  of  his  children  were  to  be  chiefly 
pursued,  and  by  what  means;  and  what 
admonitions  or  instructions  were  proper  to  be 
given  to  his  servants,  that  so  he  and  his  whole 
house  might  fear  the  Lord. 

His  common  question  for  Tuesday  morning 
was,  66  What  good  shall  I do  for  my  relations 
abroad?”  of  which  he  kept  a list  by  him,  as 
far  as  to  the  children  of  his  cousins-german. 
He  considered  what  he  should  pray  for,  in 
behalf  of  each  of  them;  and  what  advices 
and  seasonable  admonitions  would  be  pro- 
per for  him  to  give  any  of  them,  either  by 
word  of  mouth,  or  by  writing;  or  what  books 
of  piety  he  should  put  into  their  hands. 

When  his  father  was  very  aged,  and,  on 
that  account,  in  daily  expectation  of  his  re- 
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moval  to  a better  world,  though  otherwise  in 
a good  state  of  health,  his  son  laid  it  down 
for  a rule  with  himself,  that  in  every  visit 
he  made  him  (which  was  almost  every  day) 
he  would  turn  some  part  of  the  conversation 
upon  the  heavenly  state  and  world,  as  a 
means  of  their  mutual  preparation  for  it. 

He  had  also  another  question,  which  he 
sometimes  chose  for  his  Tuesday  morning 
meditation,  viz.  “ What  good  shall  I do  to 
my  enemies,  and  how  shall  I overcome  evil 
with  good?”  Here  he  considered  what  his 
enemies  most  needed,  that  he  should  suppli- 
cate for  them  at  the  throne  of  grace;  and 
by  what  good  offices  he  might  retaliate  the 
evil  that  any  persons  had  done  him:  for.it 
was  his  laudable  ambition  to  be  able  to  say, 
“He  did  not  know  of  any  person  in  the  world 
who  had  done  him  an  ill  office,  but  he  had 
done  him  a good  one  for  it.” 

His  stated  question  for  Wednesday  morn 
ing  was,  “ What  shall  I do  for  the  churches 
of  the  Lord,  and  the  more  general  interest  of 
religion  in  the  world?”  For  this  end  he  con- 
sidered what  proposals  for  the  advancement 
of  religion  he  could  make  to  other  ministers; 
what  books  might  be  proper  for  him  to  write 
and  publish;  and  by  what  means  he  might 
help  to  spread  the  u savour  of  the  knowledge 
of  Christ,”  far  and  wide  in  the  world. 

His  question  for  Thursday  morning  was, 
“ What  good  may  I do  in  the  several  socie- 
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ties  to  which  I am  related?”  For  he  was 
related  to  more  than  twenty  societies  of  a 
religious  institution,  several  of  which  were 
formed  by  him,  and  all  of  them  were,  in 
some  measure,  under  his  patronage  and  care. 
One  of  these  societies  which  was  mentioned 
before,  was  more  immediately  intended  for 
reformation;  and  he  endeavoured  that  all 
the  other  religious  societies  might  bear  some 
part  in  the  same  good  work;  as  appears  by 
the  following  paper  of  considerations,  which 
he  drew  up  for  their  use,  and  which  was 
read  over,  in  each  society,  every  time  they 
met. 

ul.  Is  there  any  remarkable  disorder  in 
the  place,  that  requires  our  endeavours  for 
the  suppression  of  it?  and  in  what  fair,  likely 
way  may  we  endeavour  it? 

66  2.  Is  there  any  particular  person  whose 
disorderly  behaviour  is  so  scandalous,  and  so 
notorious,  that  we  may  do  well  to  send  unto 
i the  said  person  our  charitable  admonitions? 
Or  are  there  any  contending  persons  whom 
I we  should  admonish,  to  quench  their  con- 
tentions ? 

“ 3.  Is  there  any  special  service  to  the 
interests  of  religion,  which  we  may  conve- 
niently desire  our  ministers  to  take  notice 
of  ? 

“ 4.  Is  there  any  thing  we  may  do  well 
to  mention  unto  the  justices  for  the  further 
promoting  good  order? 


46 


LIFE  OF  THE 


44  5.  Is  there  any  sort  of  officers  amongst 
us  to  such  a degree  unmindful  of  their 
duty,  that  we  may  do  well  to  remind  them 
of  it  ? 

44  6.  Can  any  further  methods  be  devised, 
that  ignorance  and  wickedness  may  be  chased 
from  our  people  in  general,  and  that  house- 
hold piety  in  particular  may  flourish  amongst 
them? 

64  7.  Does  there  appear  any  instance  of  op- 
pression or  fraud  in  the  dealings  of  any  sort 
of  people,  that  may  call  for  our  endeavours  to 
get  it  rectified? 

“8,  Is  there  any  matter  to  be  humbly 
moved  unto  the  legislative  power,  to  be  en- 
acted into  a law  for  public  benefit? 

44  9.  Do  we  know  of  any  person  under 
sore  and  sad  affliction,  and  is  there  any  thing 
we  may  do  for  the  succour  of  such  an  afflicted 
neighbour? 

44  10.  Has  any  person  any  proposal  to 
make  for  our  own  further  advantage  and  as- 
sistance, that  we  ourselves  may  be  in  a pro- 
bable and  regular  capacity  to  pursue  the  in- 
tentions before  us?*’ 

Once  a year,  these  several  societies  joined 
in  keeping  44  a day  of  humiliation  and  pray- 
er,” to  implore  the  blessing  of  God  upon 
them,  and  their  endeavours  to  do  good;  at 
which  Dr.  Mather  always  assisted. 

His  meditations  while  he  was  dressing  on 
a Thursday  morning , generally  related  to 
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these  societies:  but  sometimes  he  made  this 
other  question  the  subject  of  his  thoughts, 
46  Is  there  any  person  who  is  able  to  do  the 
good  that  does  not  lie  within  my  reach,  and 
to  whom  I may  apply  for  that  purpose?” 

The  question  for  Friday  morning  was  con- 
stantly this,  u What  special  subjects  of  afflic- 
tion, and  objects  of  compassion,  may  I take 
under  my  particular  care;  and  what  shall  I 
do  for  them  ?”  Upon  this  he  turned  his 
thoughts  to  the  poor  of  his  flock,  of  whom 
he  kept  a distinct  catalogqe,  and  to  any  other 
persons  that  he  knew  of,  who  were  either 
in  outward  affliction,  or  spiritual  trouble. — 
He  would  single  out  one  or  another  of  these 
afflicted  cases,  to  be  particularly  considered 
on  this  morning,  that  he  might  contrive  the 
best  means  he  could  for  their  relief  and 
comfort. 

His  Saturday  morning’s  question  related 
more  immediately  to  himself,  and  to  the 
concerns  of  his  own  soul.  It  was,  6 6 What 
more  have  I to  do  for  the  interest  of  God  in 
my  own  heart  and  life?”  Upon  this  he  would 
set  himself  to  recollect  what  sin  he  had 
committed,  and  what  mercies  he  had  receiv- 
ed; and  to  consider  what  consequent  obliga- 
tions he  was  under  to  serve  and  honour  God, 
to  the  utmost  of  his  capacity  and  power.— 
He  would  consider  also  how  much  it  con- 
cerned him  to  be  what  he  exhorted  others 
to  be,  and  to  experience  that  divine  life  in 
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his  own  soul,  which  he  recommended  to 
others  in  his  sermons  or  his  writings;  and 
on  this  account  he  would  sometimes,  espe- 
cially on  the  Lord’s  day  evening,  read  some 
of  his  own  books  of  devotion,  in  order  to 
impress  his  own  heart  afresh  with  the  senti- 
ments contained  in  them. 

I am  well  aware  the  account  that  has 
been  given  of  Dr.  Mather’s  abundant  labours 
may  appear  to  some  persons  almost  incredi- 
ble. They  will  hardly  think  it  possible  for 
any  man  to  find  .time  to  do  what  he  did. 
But  the  account  which  has  been  just  nowr 
given  of  his  redeeming  even  his  dressing 
time,  and  improving  it  to  the  grand  purposes 
of  his  life,  begins  to  clear  up  the  mystery. — 
He  had  no  loose  and  leisure  hours,  in  which 
such  a vast  portion  of  time  is  wasted  by 
most  people:  but  every  moment,  in  a manner, 
was  watched  and  improved.  Were  wre  thus 
careful  to  improve  every  little  portion  of 
time,  and  to  let  none  run  waste,  howr  much 
more  might  be  done  than  most  of  us  do? 

This  frugality  of  time  Dr.  Mather  had 
learned  and  practised:  which  enabled  him 
to  do  more  in  the  service  of  God,  and  his 
generation,  than  we  are  ready  to  think  it  pos- 
sible to  be  done,  because  we  have  never 
tried. 

We  have  seen  how  he  began  every  day 
with  devising  good,  and  it  has  in  part  ap- 
peared from  what  has  been  already  related, 
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how  he  filled  up  the  ensuing  hours  in  a close 
imitation  of  his  glorious  pattern,  whose  whole 
design  and  business  in  life,  was  to  do  good. 

As  a further  instance  of  his  uncommon  di- 
ligence, it  is  proper  to  mention  his  writings 
of  various  kinds.  He  published  in  his  life- 
time, 382  books.  Though  many  of  them  are 
indeed  but  small  volumes,  as  single  sermons, 
essays,  &c.  yet  there  are  several  among  them 
of  a much  larger  size. 

The  true  motive  that  prompted  him  to 
write  and  publish  so  great  a number  of  books, 
appears  from  the  motto  that  he  wrote  on  the 
outside  of  the  catalogue  which  he  kept  of  his 
own  works,  viz.  John  xv.  8.  66  Herein  is 

my  Father  glorified,  that  ye  bear  much 
fruit.” 

It  is  no  wonder  that  Dr.  Mather’s  supe- 
rior abilities  and  usefulness,  drew  on  him 
the  envy  of  some  persons,  and  the  malice  of 
others;  which  occasioned  a great  many  scur- 
rilous letters  being  sent  him:  all  which  he 
tied  up  in  one  bundle,  and  wrote  on  the  out- 
side, 6 Libels — Father,  forgive  them.”  But 
whatever  ill  usage  of  this  sort  he  met  with, 
was  far  more  than  balanced  by  the  honours 
that  were  justly  paid  him,  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, as  well  as  in  his  own  nation. 

In  the  year  1710,  the  University  of  Glas- 
gow, in  Scotland,  conferred  on  him  the 
highest  academical  degree,  viz.  the  Docto- 
rate in  Divinity,  for  which  they  sent  him  his 
E 
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diploma,  under  the  seal  of  the  University — 
In  the  year  1714,  the  Royal  Society  in 
London  chose  him  one  of  their  Fellows. 
He  received  these  honours  with  a grateful 
sense  of  his  obligation  to  those  that  conferred 
them:  he  also  considered  them  as  encour- 
agements which  the  providence  of  God  de- 
signedly ministered  to  his  zeal  and  diligence 
in  his  sacred  work;  and  he  begged  grace 
from  on  high  to  make  a right  improvement 
of  them:  he  set  himself  seriously  to  con- 
sider what  gravity  and  sanctity  of  life,  and 
what  service  and  usefulness  might  reason- 
ably be  expected  from  one,  whom  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  had  thus  distinguished  above 
any  man  then  living  in  the  American  colo- 
nies. 

He  was  further  honoured  by  an  epistolary 
correspondence  with  several  persons  of  emi- 
nent character  for  piety  and  learning;  as  the 
late  Lord  Chancellor  King,  and  the  late  re- 
verend and  celebrated  Dr.  Frank,  professor 
of  divinity  in  the  University  of  Halle,  in 
Saxony,  with  many  more,  both  in  England 
and  in  other  countries.  But  whatever  ho- 
nours he  received  from  men,  he  returned 
the  praise  of  all  to  God,  who  is  the  author 
of  all  that  is  good  and  excellent  in  any  man. 
His  sentiment  on  such  occasions  was,  “That 
man  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  nothing, 
any  farther  than  what  God  made  him  to  be; 
and  when  we  see  any  thing  that  looks  great 
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and  good  in  any  man,  it  should  be  with  a 
sensible  acknowledgement  that  all  comes 
from  God.”  Therefore  he  reckoned  it  a great 
unhappiness  to  him,  if  he  were  the  object  on 
whom  any  should  finally  terminate  their  ho- 
nours and  praises. 

CHAPTER  V. 

An  account  of  the  Christian  Life , as  exem- 
plified in  Dr.  Mather , with  a variety  of  his 
Devotional  Exercises. 

Sect.  I. 

Of  his  covenanting  with  God,  resignation  to  him,  and 
delighting  in  him. 

Having  chosen  the  Lord  for  his  God  and 
portion,  and  given  up  himself  to  him,  accor- 
ding to  the  tenor  of  the  new  covenant,  he 
judged  it  might  be  a useful  means  of 
strengthening  upon  his  own  heart,  a sense 
of  his  engagement  to  God,  to  write  and 
subscribe  an  explicit  covenant  with  him; 
which  he  therefore  did,  in  the  following 
words: — 

THE  COVENANT. 

“ I renounce  all  the  vanities,  and  cursed 
idols,  and  evil  courses  of  this  world. 

“ I engage,  that  1 will  ever  have  the  great 
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God  my  best  good,  my  last  end,  and  my  only 
Lord : 

6 k That  I will  be  ever  rendering  of  ac- 
knowledgements unto  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  all  the  relations  which  he  bears  unto 
me: 

66  That  I will  ever  be  studying  what  is 
my  duty  in  these  things;  and  wherein  I 
iind  myself  to  fall  short,  I will  ever  make  it 
my  grief  and  my  shame;  and  for  pardon,  be- 
take myself  to  the  blood  of  the  everlasting 
covenant. 

“ Now,  humbly  imploring  the  grace  of  the 
Mediator  to  be  sufficient  for  me,  I do,  as 
a further  solemnity,  subscribe  my  name, 
with  both  hand  and  heart,  unto  this  instru- 
ment. 

u Cotton  Mather.9’ 

Tliis  covenant  he  often  read  over,  solemn- 
ly renewed  it,  as  in  the  presence  of  the 
great  God;  and  he  found  his  account  in  so 
doing. 

Having  thus  engaged  himself  to  God,  he 
laboured  to  improve  his  acquaintance  with 
him,  to  bring  his  heart  to  delight  in  him, 
and  his  will  to  an  entire  submission  and  re- 
signation to  him.  For  this  purpose  he  form- 
ed the  following  resolutions: — 

“ 1.  I will  ever  mourn  over  the  distem- 
pers of  my  own  heart,  which  inclines  me  to 
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take  an  unchaste  sort  of  delight  in  creatures, 
in  idols,  in  vanities. 

/ 46  2.  I will  bless  God  for  those  afflictions, 

for  those  dispensations,  be  they  never  so  dis- 
tressing, by  which  he  is  curing  these  disor- 
ders in  me. 

44  3.  I will  always  account  myself  happy 
in  the  favour  of  God,  although  I should  have 
no  earthly  thing  to  give  me  any  satisfaction. 

46  4.  I will  reckon  any  opportunities  for 
my  being  brought  into  a converse  with  God, 
as  treasures  to  be  preferred  above  all  riches. 

- 44  5.  I will  never  be  in  any  other  than  in 
a restless  disquiet  of  soul,  until  I find  all  my 
ends  to  be  entirely  swallowed  up  in  the  glory 
of  God. 

44  6.  I will  relish  all  my  enjoyments,  even 
to  my  very  meat  and  drink  chiefly , and  if  I 
can  merely , under  the  notion  of  my  being  by 
them  assisted  in  the  knowledge,  or  the  ser- 
vice of  God. 

44  7.  I will  endeavour  to  be  continually 
abounding  in  the  thoughts  of  God;  nor 
would  I be,  ordinarily,  one  quarter  of  an  hour 
wholly  without  them. 

44  8.  It  shall  be  my  pleasure  to  wait  upon 
God,  in  all  the  ways  of  his  worship,  in  which 
I may  have  communion  with  him,  especially 
in  frequent  prayers  unto  him. 

64  Lord,  assist  me,  accept  me,  delight  in 
me.” 

Upon  reading  Mr.  Boyle’s  Seraphic  Love, 
e 2 
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in  which  resignation  to  the  will  of  God  is 
very  happily  recommended,  he  set  himself 
anew,  to  bring  his  will  into  such  a submis- 
sive and  resigned  frame.  It  was  on  this 
occasion  he  wrote  the  following  act  of  de- 
votion : 

64  Most  glorious  Lord!  Thou  hast  offered 
thyself  unto  thy  creatures,  and  often  called 
upon  them  to  take  thee  for  their  God.  This, 
this  is  that  which  I am  willing,  I am  desir- 
ous, I am  resolved  this  day  to  do.  I take 
thee,  O Lord,  to  be  my  God,  and  I take  thy 
glory  for  the  end  unto  which  I would  be 
and  live;  I take  the  enjoyment  of  thee  for  my 
great  and  sole  happiness:  and,  which  is  the 
peculiar  thing  I am  now  aiming  at,  I take 
thy  will  to  be  my  will.  As  for  my  own  will, 
Lord,  I find  it  blind,  foolish,  wicked,  hurtful, 
and  therefore  I renounce,  reject,  and  resign 
it;  and  say  again,  Lord,  let  thy  will  be  my 
will.  I have  great  concernments;  concerns 
as  to  this  world  and  as  to  the  future;  they  are 
many  and  weighty.  But,  O God,  thou  art 
the  only  wise  God;  there  is  perfect  know- 
ledge with  thee,  thou  art  of  great  power, 
thy  understanding  is  infinite;  and,  in  that 
sweet  reconciler  of  God  and  man,  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  thou  art  wonderfully  merciful 
and  gracious  unto  them  that  draw  nigh  unto 
thee,  as  I do  this  day.  Unto  thy  wisdom 
and  goodness  I commit  my  concernments* 
one  and  all.  I cast  all  my  cares  upon  my 
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God.  0 thou  most  wise  and  good  God,  I 
resign  all  unto  thee;  is  it  not  thy  pleasure 
that  I should  do  so?  It  is.  And  hast  thou 
not  pleasure  in  seeing  me  do  so?  Thou  hast. 
I then  profess  in  thy  presence,  all  my  con- 
cernments are  put  into  thy  hands,  and  left 
unto  thy  management  for  ever.  And  now 
I am  inconceivably  happy.  The  Lord  God 
Almighty  will  perform  all  things  for  me, 
and  all  things  now  shall  be  well  performed. 
Whatever  now  befalls  me  will  be  an  effect  of 
the  great  Jehovah’s  infinite  wisdom  and  good- 
ness; and  though  it  be  never  so  really  cross 
to  my  humour,  and  seemingly  cross  to  my 
welfare,  I will  take  contentment  in  it;  be- 
cause I will  now  look  upon  it  as  the  will  of 
him  that  is  infinitely  wise  and  good,  the 
will  of  him  that  is  my  friend,  my  father,  my 
God.  The  will  of  him  that  hath  undertaken 
the  conduct  of  all  my  affairs  for  ever.  And,  O 
my  soul,  O my  will,  remember  thou  after  this 
never  to  be  disturbed  about  future  events, 
and  always  to  approve  the  present  dealings 
of  the  Lord.  ” 

Sect.  II. 

Of  his  closing  with  Christ,  loving  him,  and  living 

to  him. 

On  one  day  he  writes: — “Lord,  I give 
my  name  unto  thee;  if  thou  wilt  have  it  re- 
proached, I am  content;  only  give  me  thy 
Christ,  and  I shall  be  satisfied.  Yea,  I will 
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seek  the  honour  of  thy  name,  whether  the 
honour  of  my  own  be  advantaged  or  preju- 
diced by  my  doing  so. 

“Lord,  if  any  of  my  delights  are  sinful, 
or  as  far  as  they  are  sinful,  I utterly  forego 
them,  and  beseech  thee  to  make  me  abhor 
them.  Jesus  Christ  my  Lord  is  better  to  me 
than  any  of  them  ; than  all  of  them.  If  they 
are  lawful,  yet  will  I leave  them,  when  either 
the  command,  or  the  glory  of  my  Lord,  calls 
me  another  way.” 

Upon  this  he  adds: — “Now  I believe  the 
Lord  is  mine,  and  I am  his.  He  will  carry 
on  his  kingdom  in  my  soul  in  spite  of  all  op- 
positions whatsoever.  I leave  all  the  weigh- 
ty affairs  of  it  with  him  for  ever  and  ever.” 

On  another  day,  in  his  diary,  there  are  the 
following  distinct  addresses  to  Christ  and  to 
his  Father: — 

“0,  my  dear  Lord,  thy  Father  has  com- 
mitted my  soul  into  thy  hands;  there  is  a 
covenant  of  redemption,  in  which  I am  con- 
cerned. I know  my  election  by  my  voca- 
tion; and  my  concernment  in  that  covenant, 
by  my  being  made  willing  to  come  under  the 
shadow  of  thy  wings  in  the  covenant  of  grace. 
Now,  in  that  ancient  covenant,  the  Father 
said  unto  the  Son,  ‘ Such  a soul  there  is  that 
I will  bring  unto  thy  fold,  and  thou  shalt  un- 
dertake for  that  soul,  as  a sufficient  and  an 
eternal  Saviour.5  Wherefore  I am  now  in 
thy  hands,  O my  Lord.  Thy  Father  has  put 
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me  there,  and  I have  put  myself  there.  O 
save  me,  heal  me,  work  for  me  and  in  me  the 
good  pleasure  of  thy  goodness.  '*1’ 

A little  after  it  follows; — “Lord,  I have 
been  leaving  my  soul  with  my  Lord  Jesus 
Christ:  and  thou  hast  bid  me  believe  I shall 
be  saved  by  him.  Lord,  I do  believe  that 
there  never  came  a miserable  soul  unto 
Christ  in  vain,  and  I believe  that  I myself 
shall  pot  find  it  in  vain.  He  will  do  great 
things  for  me.  He  has  done  enough  already 
to  leave  me  without  any  cause  for  repenting, 
that  I have  with  so  much  agony  of  soul, 
come  unto  him.  But  I believe  that  he  hath 
more  still  to  do  for  me!  having  been  the  au- 
thor, fie  will  be  the  finisher  of  my  faith.” 

On  one  of  his  fast-days  he  has  left  this 
memorial  of  his  secret  transactions  with  God: 
“ In  the  former  part  of  this  day  I humbled 
myself  before  the  Lord,  with  inexpressible 
agony  of  soul,  for  all  the  filthiness  of  my 
heart  and  life.  I did  with  tears  bewail  my 
sinfulness,  and  I submitted  myself  unto  the 
sovereignty,  and  the  righteousness  of  God, 
which  might  uncontrollably  make  me  a ves- 
sel of  dishonour  and  a dreadful  monument  of 
divine  displeasure. 

66  While  I was  in  the  middle  of  my  dis- 
consolate reflections,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
caused  me  to  behold  the  obedience,  the  sa- 
crifice, and  the  suretyship  of  my  precious 
Redeemer,  as  provided  by  the  Father  for  the 
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relief  of  my  distresses:  and  that  good  Spi- 
rit caused  me  to  rely  upon  it.  So  that  I said 
with  tears  of  joy  before  the  Lord,  • Now  I 
know  that  all  my  debts  are  paid;  my  God  will 
now  make  no  demand  of  me,  but  that  I love 
him,  and  praise  him,  and  glorify  my  blessed 
Saviour  for  ever.  I know  it!  1 know  it! 
and  now  I will  do  so  for  ever!  I can  do  no 
other.’  ” 

At  another  time: — 66  I experienced  an  un- 
speakable satisfaction  of  soul  this  day,  when, 
taking  part  with  the  Lord  against  myself,  I 
approved  all  his  laws,  and  abhorred  myself 
on  the  score  of  my  contrariety  to  them,  and 
violation  of  them;  and  I justified  all  the 
chastisements  that  had  therefore  befallen  me. 
And  then,  with  a ravished  soul,  I felt  the 
Lord  assuring  me,  that  his  free  grace  would 
impute  unto  me  the  righteousness  of  Christ, 
and  at  the  same  time  imprint  upon  me  an 
holy  disposition  to  conform  to  that  righteous- 
ness, in  my  own  heart  and  life.” 

At  another  time  he  writes  thus  : — u This 
day  my  spirit  was  exceedingly  distressed  at 
the  view  of  my  own  manifold,  present,  and 
former  vileness,  which  I bitterly  bewailed 
before  God.  Yet  after  all  this,  6 1 do  be- 
lieve; Lord,  help  my  unbelief.’  I believe  that 
my  precious  Saviour,  our  Emmanuel  hath 
fully  obeyed  and  suffered  thy  will  as  a surety 
in  the  room  of  sinners.  I believe  that  the  righ- 
teousness of  this  our  surety  is  offered  unto  my 
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acceptance,  that  for  the  sake  of  it  I may  be- 
come accepted  with  God.  I believe  that 
whenever  thou  dost  enable  me  to  rely  upon 
this  righteousness,  thou  dost  immediately  ab- 
solve me  from  all  my  guiltiness,  and  pro- 
nounce me%4  dear  son,  a pleasant  child,  upon 
whom  thou  wilt  surely  have  mercy.’  And  I 
believe  that  the  greatness  of  my  sins  does 
nothing  to  render  me  incapable  of  this  free 
and  rich  grace  of  heaven.  O my  God,  in 
this  belief  I cast  myself  at  the  feet  of  Jesus 
Christ:  there  will  I lie  waiting,  looking,  as- 
sured to  receive  thy  favours.” 

His  diligence  in  laying  hold  of  all  oppor- 
tunities, and  improving  all  proper  means  to 
maintain  and  cherish  the  life  of  faith  in  his 
soul,  appears  in  the  following  extracts  from 
his  papers: — 

44  The  thoughts  of  Christ,  (says  he)  are  be- 
come exceeding  frequent  with  me;  I medi- 
tate on  his  glorious  person,  as  the  eternal 
j Son  of  God  incarnate;  and  I behold  the  infi- 
nite God  as  coming  to  me,  and  meeting  with 
me  in  this  blessed  Mediator.  I fly  to  him  on 
multitudes  of  occasions  every  day,  and  am 
impatient  if  many  minutes  have  passed  with- 
out some  recourse  to  him. 

44  Every  now  and  then,  I rebuke  myself 
for  having  been  so  long  without  any  thoughts 
of  my  lovely  Saviour.  How  can  I bear  to 
keep  at  such  a distance  from  him!  I then 


60 


LIFE  OF  THE 


look  up  to  him,  and  say,  O my  dear  Saviour, 
draw  near  unto  me!  O come  to  dwell  in 
my  soul,  and  help  me  to  form  some  thoughts 
wherein  I shall  enjoy  thee. 

6 6 Upon  this  I set  myself  to  think  of  his  glo- 
ries, his  merits,  his  pattern,  his  maxims,  what 
he  has  done,  and  what  he  will  do  for  us.  I 
find  the  subject  infinitely  inexhaustible.  And 
after  I have  been  thus  employed  in  the  day, 
I fall  asleep  at  night  in  the  midst  of  some 
meditation  on  the  glory  of  my  Saviour;  so 
4 1 fall  asleep  in  Jesus,’  and  when  I awake 
-in  the  night,  I do  4 on  my  bed  seek  him  whom 
my  soul  loveth.’  The  desires  of  my  soul 
still  carry  me  to  him  who  was  last  in  my 
thoughts  when  I fell  asleep. 

44  I find  that  where  Christ  comes,  a won- 
drous light,  life,  and  peace  comes  with  him, 
together  with  strength  to  go  through  ser- 
vices and  sufferings.  The  holiness  and  hap- 
piness to  which  I am  introduced  by  this  way 
of  living,  is  better  to  me  than  all  the  enjoy- 
ments of  this  world.  All  the  riches  of  this 
world  appear  contemptible  things  to  me, 
while  I have  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
Christ  thus  brought  into  my  possession;  and 
all  the  glory  of  the  world  would  not  tempt 
me  to  forego  them. 

44  Now,  O my  dear  Jesus,  I know  I have  an 
inward  witness,  that,  4 thou  art  the  Son  of 
God,  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world,’ 
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“The  blessedness  of  the  heavenly  world 
lies  in  our  being  with  Christ;  and  by  being 
with  the  Lord,  in  beholding  his  glory,  by 
believing  and  affecting  thoughts  of  him,  I 
have  enjoyed  a sort  of  heaven  upon  earth. 
The  light  and  peace,  the  joy,  strength,  and 
purity  with  which  this  fills  my  mind,  is  an 
earnest  and  foretaste  of  heaven. 

“ As  for  the  delights  of  this  world,  such 
of  them  as  are  most  helpful  to  me  in  seeing 
and  serving  God,  are  these  which  I would 
have  the  greatest  value  for.  But  I know  of 
no  delights  comparable  to  those  whicll  I take 
in  communion  with  my  Saviour. 

66  As  for  the  riches  of  this  world,  I use  no 
labour  for  them,  I have  no  desire  to  obtain 
them,  they  appear  to  me  as  contemptible 
things;  my  riches  are  my  opportunities  to 
do  good,  and  those  ilium  nations  of  my  mind 
which  furnish  me  for  it.  In  my  Saviour  I have 
unsearchable  riches,  and  in  my  fruition  of  him 
I have  a full  supply  of  all  my  wants. 

“ As  for  the  honours  of  this  world,  my  ab- 
horrence of  having  the  great  God  robbed  on 
my  account,  by  people’s  honouring  me  with- 
out their  being  led  through  me  to  him,  renders 
the  praises  of  men  distasteful  to  me;  I do  no- 
thing to  gain  honours  for  myself,  and  what- 
ever honours  are  conferred  upon  me  by  men, 
shall  be  improved  for  the  interest  of  God. 
To  be  accepted  of  my  Saviour,  to  have  his  image 
imprinted  on  me,  and  to  be  employed  in  his 
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work,  for  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom,  are 
all  the  honours  that  I wish  for. 

“ When  I am  exercised  with  any  affliction, 

I repair  to  my  Jesus.  I realize  to  myself  not 
only  his  hand,  but  also  his  love  in  sending 
the  trouble.  I see  my  Saviour  as  once  en- 
countering the  same  trouble,  and  I am  heart- 
ily pleased  at  my  conformity  to  him.  I con- 
sider what  is  that  good  which  this  trouble  de- 
prives me  of,  and  I see  the  same  good,  and 
what  is  infinitely  better,  laid  up  in  my  Sa- 
viour; and  I am  satisfied.  I find  the  thoughts 
of  my  Saviour  for  ever  sweetening  the  bitter 
waters  of  Marah  to  me;  I find  him  the  Com- 
forter that  always  relieves  my  soul,  when  I 
have  him  near  unto  me. 

“How  many,  O Lord,  are  my  thoughts 
of  thee!  the  occasions  on  which,  and  the 
means  by  which  I cherish  such  thoughts, 
cannot  be  reckoned  up  in  order. 

“When  1 see  any  thing  excellent  in  any 
man,  it  leads  my  thoughts  to  the  superior  ex- 
cellences of  Christ  my  Saviour  ; and  when 
I behold  the  miseries  of  any  of  my  fellow- 
creatures,  I think  on  the  miseries  from  which  , 
I am  delivered  by  my  Saviour  ; and  on  my 
obligations  to  my  kind  deliverer.  I dare  not 
let  my  mind  be  idle,  as'  I walk  in  the 
streets;  I rebuke  myself,  and  I make  my 
moan  to  heaven,  if  I have  gone  many  steps 
without  one  thought  of  my  Saviour;  and 
when  I have  been  at  a loss  for  fresh  thoughts 
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of  him,  I have  compelled  the  very  signs  and 
the  shops  in  the  street,  to  suggest  new  mat- 
ter for  meditation. 

u 1 have  done  expecting  any  good  things 
from  this  world;  or  if  such  expectations  do 
at  any  time  arise  in  my  mind,  I check  them 
with  this  thought: — 

64  What  is  the  good,  O my  soul,  of  that 
which  thou  expectest  ? All  this  good  thou 
hast  already  in  thy  Saviour. 

44  In  conversing  with  my  Saviour,  I go 
through  many  portions  of  Scripture  which 
testify  of  him,  especially  in  the  book  of 
Psalms,  taking  a verse  or  more,  or  sometimes 
bat  a part  of  a verse  at  a time  for  the  sub- 
ject of  my  meditation,  when  every  night  I fall 
asleep  in  Jesus.  The.  psalms  are  full  of 
prayers,  many  of  which  are  so  suited  to  my 
own  condition,  that  I cannot  express  it  bet- 
ter before  the  Lord  than  in  those  very  words 
which  his  Spirit  teacheth.  Several  of  those 
petitions  were  the  prayers  of  Christ;  and 
when  I offer  them  up  for  myself,  it  is  a vast 
encouragement  and  comfort  to  me  to  think, 
i that  therein  I maintain  a sweet  fellowship 
with  my  Saviour,  and  that  this  very  prayer 
was  once  presented  by  my  Saviour  unto  his 
eternal  Father:  my  Saviour  once  prayed  at 
this  rate,  and  found  acceptance.  I pray  but 
as  mv  Saviour  taught  me,  and  as  he  did  be- 
fore me:  certainly  such  a prayer  will  be  grate- 
ful  unto  God. 
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“ Finally,  I am  solicitous,  that  while  I con- 
template the  glorious  transactions  of  my  Sa- 
viour in  his  work  of  redemption,  I may  feel 
the  power  of  those  things  upon  my  own 
heart;  which  is  a token  for  good  that  he  has 
been  concerned  for  me  in  all  those  several 
transactions.  For  instance,  I see  God  unit- 
ing himself  to  man  in  the  person  of  my  Sa- 
viour; I feel  the  power  of  it  in  my  returning 
to  God,  and  in  the  union  of  my  heart  to  him. 
I see  my  Saviour  leading  a hidden  life,  and 
passing  through  obscure  circumstances  while 
he  sojourned  amongst  us;  I feel  the  power 
of  it,  in  my  being  willing  to  have  my  walk 
with  God  carried  on  with  all  possible  priva- 
cy, and  concealed  as  much  as  may  be  from  the 
view  of  men.  I see  my  Saviour  dying  on  the 
cross  for  my  sins;  I feel  the  power  of  it  in 
the  death  of  my  sinful  dispositions,  in  my  dy- 
ing unto  creatures,  and  in  the  world’s  being 
crucified  to  me,  or  my  affections  being  wean- 
ed  from  it. 

66 1 see  my  Saviour  in  his  resurrection  tri- 
umphing over  the  powers  of  darkness,  and 
entering  upon  a new  life,  which  *he  lives  for 
evermore;  I feel  the  power  of  it,  in  my  ris- 
ing out  of  a state  of  spiritual  death  and  dark- 
ness, and  walking  in  newness  of  life,  as  be- 
ing quickened  with  an  everlasting  principle 
of  piety,  to  which  I was  once  a stranger. 
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Sect.  III. 

His  occasional  thoughts  and  ejaculatory  prayers. 

It  might  be  said  of  Dr.  Mather,  with  pecu- 
liar propriety,  that  64  he  was  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  all  the  day  long,”  for  he  was  al- 
most continually  conversing  with  God  in  his 
thoughts  ; and  there  was  hardly  a single  oc- 
currence that  he  met  with  in  life,  but  he  im- 
proved it  to  awaken  in  his  mind  some  pious 
thoughts,  and,  very  commonly  into  an  occa- 
sion of  short  ejaculatory  prayers.  Not  a day 
passed  without  various  instances  of  this  kind. 
It  will  be  sufficient.  mention  a few  only  by 
way  of  specimen.  As, 

The  striking  of  the  clock,  very  commonly, 
awakened  in  him  a serious  concern  to  spend 
every  hour  in  such  a manner,  as  that  he  might 
give  a good  account  of  all  at  last;  and  it  fre- 
quently occasioned  a pious  ejaculation,  that 
he  might  be  taught 44  so  to  number  his  days, 
as  to  apply  his  heart  unto  wisdom.  ” 

When  he  saw  people  occupied  in  the  low- 
er labours  of  life,  it  excited  his  thankfulness 
to  the  goodness  of  God,  which  had  placed 
him  in  a higher  station,  and  honoured  him 
w ith  a nobler  employment. 

When  he  received  any  comfortable  bless- 
ing from  the  hand  of  providence,  it  was  never 
wdthout  some  such  ejaculation,  as,  44  Lord, 
thou  art  good,  and  doest  good;  help  me  to 
improve  this  talent  for  thy  glory.”  Or,  when 
f 2 
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he  met  with  any  affliction,  “ Lord,  help  me 
to  bear,  as  well  as  hear  the  rod.” 

When  he  walked  in  the  streets,  he  was 
often  secretly  blessing  those  that  he  saw  or 
met  with,  and  was  putting  up  good  wishes  to 
heaven  for  them.  When  he  took  notice  of 
a person  very  busy  in  his  worldly  employ- 
ment, he  would  lift  up  his  heart  to  God,  and 
say,  66  let  not  that  person  so  mind  the  affairs 
of  this  world,  as  to  neglect  the  one  thing 
needful.”  When  he  saw  children  at  play, 
6 4 Lord,  let  not  those  children  always  forget 
the  great  work  they  are  sent  into  the  world 
to  do.”  For  young  pe^ons  he  would  pray, 
“ help  them,  O Lord,  to  remember  and  serve 
their  Creator  in  the  days  of  their  youth.” 
For  a person  advanced  in  life,  “ Lord,  make 
him  an  old  disciple.” 

When  he  met  with  any  thing  that  provok- 
ed him  to  anger,  he  would  check  the  sally  of 
unruly  passion  with  such  seasonable  reflec- 
tions as  these,  “ what  provocation  have  I 
given  to  the  great  God ! How  meek  and  pa- 
tient was  the  blessed  Jesus  when  he  met  with 
contradiction  from  sinners.” 

Immediately  before  he  engaged  in  any  more 
solemn  act  of  worship,  he  would  ask  help  of 
God  in  a secret  ejaculation.  When  joining 
with  others  in  social  prayer,  he  would  keep 
his  heart  from  wandering,  by  means  of  a short 
ejaculation  upon  every  sentence,  as,  “Lord, 
I own  it$  Lord,  I ask  it.” 
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When  he  was-  about  to  write  a letter,  es* 
pecially  into  any  foreign  country,  he  would 
think  with  himself,  what  honourable  mention 
can  I make  of  my  Saviour  in  this  letter?  and 
what  service  may  this  opportunity  afford  me 
to  do  to  his  kingdom? 

Thus  did  this  holy  man  walk  as  seeing  him 
that  is  invisible,  and  his  conversation  was  in 
heaven  continually. 

Sect.  IY.. 

Of  his  private  fasts  and  thanksgivings 

It  was  his  practice  from,  his  fourteenth 
year  almost  to  his  death,  to  keep  a private 
fast,  or  a day  of  more  than  ordinary  devotion, 
at  least  once  a month;  and  when  he  had  any 
affair  of  considerable  importance  before  him, 
he  would  often  keep  weekly  fasts,  and  some- 
times two  in  one  week.  He  generally  re- 
corded the  frame  of  his  soul  on  those  dhys  in 
his  diary.  A few  transcripts  of  that  sort  will 
show  how  he  spent  those  days  of  retirement 
and  converse  with  God,  and  to  what  advan- 
tage. 

Concerning  one  of  them  he  writes — ■“  Set- 
ting apart  a day  (the  day  past)  for  prayer 
with  fasting  in  my  study,  I judged  myself 
before  the  Lord  for  my  various  transgres- 
sions; and  in  the  distresses  of  my  soul,  be- 
holding nay  misery  by  my  estrangedness 
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from  God,  and  exposedness  to  his  wrath,  but 
believing  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  only 
Mediator,  was  willing  to  have  mercy  upon 
me,  after  all  the  indignities  I had  put  upon 
him,  if  I now  looked  unto  him,  I earnestly 
besought  him  graciously  to  take  care  of  #all 
that  concerned  my  salvation,  and  rescue  me 
from  all  the  confusions  I had  brought  upon 
myself  by  my  leaving  God,  and  to  be  my 
Priest  and  Prophet  and  King  for  ever.  And 
I professed  unto  him,  that  I left  my  immor- 
tal spirit  in  his  blessed  hands;  that  I would 
expect  every  part  of  my  welfare  as  the  fruit 
of  his  satisfaction  and  intercession;  and  that 
I would  submit  unto  his  glorious  dominion, 
power,  and  wisdom,  so  as  never  willingly  to 
withdraw  from  the  regulations  of  them;  but 
I would  fly  unto  his  precious  blood  for  par- 
don whenever  I perceived  in  myself  any  de- 
viations. And  I concluded  with  a triumph- 
ant faith,  that  he  would  do  me  good,  and 
God  would  have  no  controversy  with  me; 
and  that  I should,  after  a desirable  manner, 
know,  love,  and  honour  him;  and  that  I shall 
find  my  never-dying  soul  under  the  peculiar 
care  of  a merciful  Redeemer,  in  the  times  of 
the  greatest  extremity  that  shall  or  can  ever 
come  unto  me.  v 

On  another  day,  he  writes  thus: — This 
day,  having  humbled  myself,  and  judged  my- 
self before  the  Lord  for  my  many  provoca- 
tions, and  * watered  my  couch  with  my 
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fears,’  in  the  apprehension  of  my  exceeding; 
vileness,  at  length  floods  of  tears  gushed 
from  me,  in  my  laying  hold  of  the  pardoning 
mercy  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ.  The  Spirit 
of  the  Most  Higli  brought  me  to  a marvellous 
temper,  which  was  to  me  like  the  very  sub- 
urbs of  heaven ; wherein  he  assured  me  that 
ail  my  sins  were  forgiven,  and  that  his  anger, 
in  the  sense  of  which  my  soul  trembled, 
should  no  more  burn  against  me.  Upon  this 
I called  to  mind  the  names  of  as  many  per- 
sons as  I could  learn  had  reproached  and 
injured  me;  and  I most  heartily  begged  the 
God  of  heaven  in  the  behalf  of  them,  one  by 
one,  that  they  might  be  blessed  with  all  the 
blessings  of  his  goodness,  and  with  such 
blessings,  especially,  as  were  most  suitable 
for  them. 

66 1 also  besought  the  Lord,  that  I might 
never  sin  against  him  with  will,  or  design, 
or  delight,  any  more.  I professed  unto  him, 
that  I should  rejoice  to  die  this  very  day,  if 
I might  be  everlastingly  delivered  from  sin- 
ning against  him:  I declared  before  him,  that 
I was  very  sure  I should  be  with  Christ  ere 
long,  and  joyfully  behold  his  face  m sinless 
glory.” 

On  another  of  his  days  of  prayer  and  fast- 
ing, he  writes,  44  It  was  a day  full  of  astonish- 
ing enjoyments,  a day  filled  with  resigna- 
tion, satisfaction,  and  heavenly  astonish- 
ments. Heaven  has,  as  it  were,  been  opened 
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unto  me  this  day.  Never  did  I so  long  to 
die,  and  fly  away  to  heaven;  I have  seen  and 
felt  ‘•unutterable  things,’  I have  6 tasted  that 
the  Lord  is  gracious.’  1 can  by  no  means 
relate  the  communications  of  heaven  to 
which  I have  been  admitted.  I am  now  sure 
that  the  great  God  is  my  God,  that  I stand 
before  him  in  the  righteousness  of  Christ, 
that  no  good  shall  be  withheld  from  me,  that 
God  will  use  me  to  glorify  him  greatly,  and 
that  I shall  be  an  object  for  the  everlasting 
triumphs  of  infinite  grace. 

“ I was  scarce  able  to  bear  the  ecstacies  of 
divine  love  into  which  I was  raptured;  they 
exhausted  my  spirits;  they  made  me  faint; 
they  were  insupportable;  I wras  forced  to 
withdraw  from  them,  lest  the  raptures  should 
make  me  swoon  away.” 

He  also  kept  days  of  solemn  thanksgiving 
to  God  for  his  mercies.  His  chief  employ- 
ment on  such  days  may  be  gathered  from 
what  he  writes  on  two  or  three  of  them.  On 
one  of  those  days  he  writes,  that  he  set  him- 
self— 

1.  To  recollect  the  merciful  dispensations 
of  God  unto  him. 

2.  To  consider  those  mercies,  in  the  great- 
ness and  freeness  of  them. 

3.  To  register  them  in  his  memorials. 

4.  To  acknowledge  them  in  his  devotions. 

5.  To  contrive  what  returns  he  should 
make  by  way  of  gratitude  tQ  God. 
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Upon  which  he  writes:  “I  spent  the  day 
in  such  exercises;  and  the  sweetness  of  them, 
with  the  heavenly  afflatus  they  brought  upon 
my  mind,  made  me  a rich  recompense  for  the 
labour  of  them. 

In  the  close  of  the  day*  coming  to  pon- 
der, 44  what  shall  I now  render  to  the  Lord 
for  all  his  benefits  ?”■ — he  has  recorded  the 
result  of  his  thoughts  on  that  head  in  the  fol- 
lowing questions  or  resolutions: — 

44 1.  Shall  I not  love  the  Lord*  and  be 
constant,  fervent,  and  unwearied  in  serving 
him?  especially  in  the  rules  I have  proposed 
for  my  conversation? 

44  2.  Shall  I not  endeavour  to  shine  by  a 
good  example? 

44  3.  Shall  I not  husband  and  redeem  the 
golden  hours  which  I enjoy.  ;n  the  midst  of 
so  many  smiling  providences  ? 

44  4.  Shall  I not  every  day,  in  every  capa- 
city, relation,  and  company,  be  contriving — 
what  can  I now  and  here  do  for  God?  and 
lay  myself  out  accordingly?  4 0 that  God 
would  help  me  thus  to  do.’  ” 

On  another  of  these  thanksgiving  days,  he 
writes  thus:  44  The  foreneon  of  this  day  I 
spent — 

44  1.  In  acknowledging  my  own  vileness 
before  God,  by  which,  after  an  aggravated 
manner,  I have  made  myself  unworthy  of 
all  that  4 goodness  and  mercy  that  has  fol- 
lowed me  all  my  days.’ 
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44  2.  In  acknowledging  those  glories  that 
belong  unto  the  great  God,  as  he  is  infinitel  y 
excellent  in  himself,  and  as  he  is  the  Creator 
and  Governor  of  the  world}  and  unto  Jesus 
Christ,  as  he  is  altogether  lovely.  In  these 
exercises,  my  heart  was  brought  unto  such  a 
frame,  as  would  have  turned  a dungeon  into 
a paradise. 

44  In  the  afternoon  I went  over  various  in- 
stances of  God’s  kindness  to  myself,  in  my 
thoughts  and  in  my  praises;  but  I more  es- 
pecially singled  out  three  things  in  which  I 
nave  seen  the  favour  of  God,  viz:  answers 
to  petitions,  rescues  from  temptations,  and 
those  afflictions  by  means  of  which  I have  en- 
joyed both. 

44 1 then  essayed  to  bless  the  Lord  for 
those  favours  with  which  I am  at  present  sur- 
rounded on  every  side;  such  as  my  life  and 
health;  my  accomplishments  in  any  points 
of  learning; — my  well-furnished  library;— 
my  improvement  in  the  ministry  of  the  gos- 
pel;—my  peaceable  settlement  in  a place 
of  great  opportunities  to  do  good; — the  suc- 
cess of  my  private  labours; — my  acceptance 
with,  and  interest  among  the  people; — the 
enjoyment  of  my  father  unto  this  day; — and 
the  notable  growth  and  peace  of  the  flock 
over  which  I am  pastor, 

44  Having  for  some  time  employed  my  ad- 
miring and  adoring  thoughts  upon  the  grace 
from  whence  these  blessings  come,  I then 
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proceeded  to  consider  the  freeness  of  the 
grace  of  God  in  the  gift  of  Christ  unto  the 
world; — in  the  offer  of  him  unto  myself  in 
particular; — in  that  sense  of  the  necessity 
of  Christ  which  God  hath  given  me; — in  that 
union  with  him,  to  which  the  holy  Spirit 
hath  brought  me; — and  in  all  the  further  ope- 
rations of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  my  soul,  by 
which  he  is  continually  making  me  more  meet 
for  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light. 

66 1 concluded  the  day  with  considering, 
4 what  shall  I render  to  the  Lord?’  I then 
gave  myself,  my  whole  self,  all  my  powers, 
members,  capacities,  and  interests,  unto  the 
Lord;  which  1 owned  was  the  least  that  I 
owed  him.  In  particular,  I added,  that  since 
I owed  all  my  good  things  to  the  compassions 
of  God,  I would  always  be  contriving  how  to 
honour  him,  and  to  oppose  those  evils  that  are 
offensive  to  him;  and  since  I owed  the  pro- 
curement of  all  to  the  mediation  of  Christ,  I 
would  preach  a sermon,  the  scope  of  which 
should  be,  to  magnify  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  to  invite  the  minds  of  men  to  an  assidu- 
ous contemplation  of  his  glories.” 

Again,  on  another  of  these  days  he  writes 
as  follows: — 

46  On  this  day  I considered,  that  as  by  the 
praises  of  God  I should  become  like  the  good 
angels,  it  was  a very  reasonable  thing  that  I 
should  offer  my  extraordinary  praises  to  him 
for  his  angels.  I see  that  the  scriptures  fre- 
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quently  mention  the  ministry  of  the  good  an- 
gels, about  the  heirs  of  salvation;  and  I see 
that  my  life  has  been  wondrously  signalized 
by  their  ministry;  therefore,  loath  to  be  guilty 
of  such  an  unthoughtful  neglect  of  the  angels 
as  the  generality  of  those  who  enjoy  the  as- 
sistances of  those  heavenly  guardians  are,  I 
devoted  this  day  to  glorify  tne  God  and  Fa- 
ther of  my  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  minis- 
try of  his  angels,  which  has  notably  befriend- 
ed me  unto  this  very  day.  And  I expected, 
in  this  way,  not  only  to  render  myself  more 
agreeable  to  those  excellent  spirits,  but  also 
to  obtain  from  their  and  my  Lord  a more  sig- 
nal share  of  their  influence,  than  had  ever  yet 
been  granted  me. 

“In  the  evening  before  this  day  I was 
amazed  when  I beheld,  but  happy  that  I 
plainly  beheld,  the  happening  of  several  things 
that  seemed,  as  it  were,  contrived  on  pur- 
pose to  indispose  me  for  the  duties  now  be- 
fore me:  but  I comfortably  got  over  all  those 
indispositions. 

“ My  chief  exercise,  in  the  forenoon,  was, 
to  consider  exactly,  and  with  as  much  of 
Scripture  and  learning  as  I could,  the  exis- 
tence, the  properties,  and  the  relations  of 
the  good  angels,  and  the  honour,  though  not 
worship,  that  is  due  to  those  benign  spirits; 
and  then  to  collect  the  various  references  to 
their  ministry,  which  I have  found  scattered 
in  the  oracles  of  God,  whether  towards  par- 
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ticular  saints,  or  towards  the  church  in  ge- 
neral. But  my  considerations  were  still  di- 
rected unto  the  Lord,  with  my  desires,  that 
he  should  for  ever  be  magnified  and  glorified 
for  the  things  in  which  he  had  thus  commis- 
sioned his  angels,  to  be  his  messengers  and 
his  instruments. 

64 1 cannot  fully  express  the  elevation  of 
soul  with  which  I went  through  these  noble 
exercises,  and  which  I at  last  concluded  with 
an  assurance  that  I should  one  day  come  to 
6 praise  him  that  sits  upon  the  throne,  and 
the  Lamb,  ’ in  the  company  of  his  holy  angels, 
for  ever. 

64  In  the  afternoon  I looked  over  some  cata- 
logues of  mercies,  received  from  the  God  of 
heaven,  which  I had  heretofore  entered  in  my 
diaries;  and  by  comparing  what  I read  in  the 
Scriptures,  about  the  ministry  of  angels,  I ex- 
amined in  what  particular  instances  I might 
reasonably  suppose  their  subordinate  agency 
had  been  concerned  in  my  own  affairs.  And 
here  I could  not  but  own  their  ministry  in 
my  preservation  from  many  dangers,  while  I 
was  a child;  Matt,  xviii.  10 — from  all  harms 
in  the  many  journeys  I have  taken;  Psal. 
xci.  11,  12 — from  epidemical  distempers,  by 
which  many  have  4 fallen  on  my  right  hand 
and  on  my  left;’  Psal.  xci.  3,  4 — and  from 
various  temptations,  when  I have  been  ready 
to  do  what  would  have  been  very  opposite  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  to  my  own  welfare,  but 
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have  been  strangely  prevented;  Numb.  xxii. 
32.  As  my  early  conversion  was  an  occa- 
sion of  joy  to  the  good  angels,  so  I make  no 
doubt  but  several  means  and  circumstances, 
by  which  it  was  brought  about,  were  conduct- 
ed by  their  ministry;  Luke  xv.  10.  To  them 
also,  under  God,  1 ascribe  many  strange  op- 
portunities I have  had  of  doing  good,  and  of 
serving  the  church  and  interest  of  Christ, 
both  by  speaking  and  writing;  and  many  se- 
cret and  strong  impulses  upon  my  mind,  by 
which  I have  been  prompted  and  directed  to 
particular  services;  Acts  x.  30,  32.  Acts 
viii.  29.  I question  not  but  my  marriages, 
and  the  circumstances  of  my  family,  have 
been  conducted  by  the  angels;  Gen.  xxiv.  7. 
When  my  lost  health  has  been  restored,  have 
not  angels  been  my  physicians?  John  v.  4. 
And  the  provision  of  6 food  convenient  for 
me’  has  frequently  been  so  strangely  timed, 
that  I must  be  blind,  if  I did  not  see  that  an- 
gels were  my  providers.  Psal.  lxxviii.  25. 

66  The  contemplation  of  these  things  filled 
my  heart  with  love  and  praise.  I could  not 
forbear  saying,  6 Bless  the  Lord,  0 my  soul, 
and  forget  not  all  his  benefits!  And  if  any 
good  angels  of  the  Lord  are  nigh  unto  me, 
do  you  also  bless  the  Lord,  ye  heavenly  mi- 
nisters; and  O adore  that  free  grace  of  his, 
which  employs  you  to  be  serviceable  to  so 
poor,  so  mean,  so  vile  a wretch  as  is  here 
prostrate  before  him.’ 
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“ From  thence  I went  on  to  supplications, 
that  the  great  God  would  go  on  more  than 
ever  to  employ  his  good  angels  for  my  good; 
and  that  he  would  preserve  me  from  the  illu- 
sions and  injuries  of  the  evil  angels. 

“ I then  considered,  what  returns  I should 
make  unto  the  Lord,  for  benefits  I have  re- 
ceived by  the  ministry  of  his  angels.  And 
here  I thought  on  that  message  which  an  an- 
gel brought  from  heaven  to  one  of  his  fellow- 
servants,  towards  the  close  of  a day  that  had 
been  spent  in  extraordinary  devotion;  Dan. 
ix.  23.  6 Thou  art  greatly  beloved,’  or  it  may 
be  rendered,  6 thou  art  a desirable  man.’  So 
I spent  an  hour  or  two  in  considering  what 
would  render  me  such  a man;  and  I con- 
cluded, one  thing  must  be,  to  become  as  an- 
gelical, or  as  like  to  the  good  angels  as  I 
could:  accordingly  I considered,  that  the  an- 
gels are  continually  employed  in  beholding 
and  admiring  the  glories  of  the  great  God; 
Matt,  xviii.  10 — that  they  are  continually 
studying  the  mysteries  of  redemption  by  Je- 
sus Christ;  1 Pet.  i.  12 — that  they  are  con- 
tinually as  on  the  wing  to  execute  the  errands 
on  winch  God  sends  them;  Psal.  ciii.  20,  21 
— that  they  are  continually  doing  good  to  the 
people,  and  to  the  churches  of  Christ;  Heb. 
i.  14 — that  they  have  great  satisfaction  and 
joy  in  the  conversion  of  miserable  sinners; 
Luke  xv.  10 — and,  in  fine,  that  the  good  an- 
gels are  very  holy  creatures.  In  these  things 
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I set  the  angels  before  me  as  patterns,  for  my 
imitation.  And  for  the  close  of  all,  because 
I thought  it  would  be  somewhat  angelical,  I 
took  a list  of  many  poor  people  in  my  flock; 
and  resolved  to  take  what  care  I could  to 
have  their  necessities  relieved  against  the  ap- 
proaching winter.  And  so  the  day  ended.” 

Besides  these  many  days  which  Dr.  Mather 
kept  for  extraordinary  private  devotion,  he 
followed  the  practice  of  the  primitive  Chris- 
tians, who,  understanding  the  command,  “to 
watch  unto  prayer,”  in  a more  literal  sense 
than  it  is  now  commonly  taken  in,  had  some- 
times their  vigils , as  they  call  them;  that  is, 
they  spent  a good  part  of  the  night  in  prayer; 
and  so  did  Dr.  Mather.  He  has  often  rose  in 
the  dead  of  the  night,  and  retired  into  his 
study,  where  he  has  spent  several  hours  in 
acts  of  devotion;  and  where  he  has  often 
found  the  abridging  himself  of  his  natural 
rest,  has  been  abundantly  recompensed  to  him 
by  spiritual  enlargements. 


Sect.  V. 

Of  his  self-examination,  and  evidences  for  Heaven. 

Dr.  Mather  took  frequent  opportunities 
of  examining  and  proving  the  state  and 
frame  of  his  own  soul,  that  he  might  be  ready 
always  to  give  a reason  of  the  hope  that  was 
in  him.  This  was  usually  a part  of  his  pre- 
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paratory  work  for  the  Lord’s  Supper.  On  one 
such  occasion,  he  writes  thus: — 

46  First , I find  that  not  only  my  under- 
standing sees,  but  my  will  chooses  the  great 
God  as  my  best  good,  and  my  last  end;  for, 
44 1.  My  interest  in  him  is  my  greatest  wish 
and  joy,  according  to  Psalm  xvi.  5,  6;  lxxiii. 
25;  Lam.  iii.  25;  Isaiah  xxvi.  13.  But 
to  this  my  conscience  objects — You  would 
then  be  more  careful  and  more  earnest  for 
securing  that  interest? — To  which  I answer, 
44  (1.)  That  I do  mourn  under,  and  strive 
against  my  own  coldness;  and  endeavour  to 
stir  up  myself  to  greater  zeal  and  diligence  in 
this  matter.  And, 

44  (2.)  That  my  zeal  to  make  use  of  any 
enjoyment,  is  not  so  lively  as  to  make  sure 
of  my  interest  in  God. 

44 II.  I do  heartily  embrace  and  purpose 
the  glorifying  of  God,  as  the  main  design 
upon  which  I would  be,  and  live,  and  work. 
But  how  do  I know  that  I do  so?  I answer, 
44  (1.)  By  my  frequent  actual  dedications 
of  myself  to  his  glory. 

44  (2.)  By  the  disposition  of  my  soul  in 
prayer  for  any  mercy ; above  all,  for  that  mercy. 

44  (3.)  By  my  exceeding  great  satisfaction 
in  God’s  being  acknowledged  and  glorified, 
especially  when  he  is  so  by  me,  or  by  my 
means. 

44  Secondly , I reject  with  much  detesta- 
tion, all  that  has  made  any  separation  be- 
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twixt  the  Lord  and  my  soul.  Sin  is  that 
6 accursed  thing,’  Isaiah  lix.  2,  therefore  I 
lament  it,  I abhor  it,  I labour  to  avoid  it. 

“ Thirdly , I endeavour  to  come  unto  Je- 
sus Christ,  the  ever  glorious  Mediator,  that 
I may  be  instated  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
God,  according  to  John  xiv.  6.  I come 
thirsting  after  the  fountain  of  life  in  God.  I 
come  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  way; 
and  I would  have  none  but  him  to  be  my 
Saviour.  I am  free  that  he  should  execute 
every  one  of  his  offices,  in  the  accomplishing 
of  my  salvation.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  who  hath 
not  left  me  destitute  of  his  eternal  mercies. 

46 1 made  use  of  a collection  of  marks  and 
signs  of  grace,  which  I had  by  me;  and  I 
examined  whether  I had  done  such  and  such 
things  which  are  mentioned  in  them,  as 
marks  of  the  children  of  God;  and,  to  put 
the  matter  out  of  all  doubt,  I set  myself  to 
do  them  over  again.  Great  satisfaction  was 
the  effect  of  these  exercises.” 

The  result  of  another  such  trial  of  his  heart 
and  state,  he  has  recorded  as  follows: — 

6 6 Asking  the  help  of  heaven,  I was  de- 
sirous, if  I were  yet  unsound,  to  begin  the 
work  of  conversion  again,  and  to  go  over 
anew  all  the  sorrowful  hours  that  I had  for- 
merly experienced  in  it.  But  if  l were  sin- 
cere, that  I might  see  my  sincerity,  and 
thereby  have  my  hands  strengthened  in  the 
warfare  to  which  I am  called. 
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64 1 then  found  these  reasons  for  my  hope 
that  the  Lord  has  begun  a never-dying  work 
of  grace  upon  my  soul: — 

44 1.  The  supreme  design  and  desire  of  my 
soul  is,  that  God  may  he  for  ever  glorious . 
Inferior  ends  are  become  despicable  in  mine 
eyes;  and  I apprehend  those  persons  are  the 
worst  of  fools  who  4 live  only  to  themselves.’ 
The  voice  of  my  soul  is  4 O let  the  Lord  be 
magnified;’  therefore  I am  contriving  every 
week,  every  day,  and  perhaps  oftener  than 
so,  4 what  I can  do  for  the  name  of  God.’ 
Hence  it  is,  that  my  thirst  after  any  enlarge- 
ment in  the  service  of  God,  and  the  desire 
and  hope  of  my  own  salvation,  does  then  af- 
fect and  transport  me  the  most,  when  I think 
— hereby  the  glory  of  the  infinitely  amiable 
God  will  be  discovered  and  exalted.— And 
hence  it  is,  that  those  things  by  which  the 
glory  of  God  is  obscured  and  eclipsed,  espe- 
cially those  cursed  lusts  of  mine  which  have 
robbed  the  Lord  of  the  glory  that  I might 
have  brought  him,  vex  and  cut  my  very  soul 
within  me.  Finally,  my  heart  rejoices  in 
any  revenues  of  glory  that  are  any  way 
brought  to  the  Lord.  I feel  my  own  interest 
gratified  by  it,  while  I see  my  best  friend 
honoured  and  advanced. 

4 4 2.  My  heart  is  insatiably  pressing  after 
the  highest  attainments  of  religion . Oh! 
when  I consider  what  it  is  to  converse  with 
God  continually;  and  not  only  to  be  living 


82 


LIFE  OF  THE 


always  with,  and  upon , and  unto  the  Lord, 
but  also  to  love  no  creature  except  in  him, 
and  for  him,  and  to  have  him  for  my  all  in 
all , my  heart  springs  at  it:  I cry,  I strive, 
6 Lord,  let  me  thus  draw  near  unto  thee.’ 

“ When  I have  been  mightily  carried  forth 
in  my  public  ministrations,  I have  taken  com- 
fort, not  for  that  any  gifts  of  mine  have  been 
displayed,  but  that  the  power  and  wisdom, 
the  goodness  and  truth  of  the  glorious  God 
have,  by  my  means,  been  manifested  to  hun- 
dreds of  persons.  This  even  dissolves  my 
heart,  and  causes  me  to  love  that  God  who 
has  honoured  himself  by  me.  Hence  also  it 
is  that  my  spirit  grows  more  and  more  dead 
to,  and  unconcerned  about  keeping  or  losing 
any  creature-comforts;  for  I can  encourage 
myself  in  the  Lord  my  God. 

u3.  I keep  up  a continual  converse  with 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ , the  Mediator  betwixt 
God  and  man , by  my  addresses  to  him , soli- 
citing his  favour  to  accomplish  the  great 
work  of  bringing  my  God  and  my  soul  to- 
gether, and  to  fulfil  the  design  of  all  his  of- 
fices in  the  performance  of  it. 

“ 4.  My  respect  unto  the  commandments  oj 
God  is  universal . Let  a precept  be  never  so 
difficult  to  obey,  or  never  so  distasteful  to 
flesh  and  blood,  yet  if  I see  it  is  God’s  com- 
mand, my  soul  says,  6 It  is  good,  let  me  obey 
it  till  I die.’ 

“5.7  was  also  upright  before  him , and  1 
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kept  myself  from  mine  iniquity;  Psalm  xviii. 
23;  for  let  my  own  iniquity  assault  me  with 
never  so  much  violence,  I never  give  up  the 
combat;  if  I am  foiled,  I mourn;  if  I am 
humbled,  I am  grieved  exceedingly,  and  1 
keep  crying  to  heaven  for  help;  and  I am 
resolved  I will  do  so  while  I have  a day  to 
live.  Therefore, 4 bless  the  Lord,  0 my  soul.” 

Sect*  VI. 

Of  his  manner  of  keeping  the  Lord’s  Day. 

A good  part  of  the  Saturday  afternoon 
was  spent  by  him  in  private  acts  of  devotion 
as  preparatory  to  the  duties  and  services  of 
the  day  ensuing;  such  as  prayer,  reading, 
meditation,  and  singing  of  hymns.  In  the 
evening  he  endeavoured  to  divest  his  mind 
of  all  worldly  thoughts  and  cares,  and  he 
called  upon  his  family  to  prepare  for  the  ap- 
proaching Sabbath. 

On  the  Lord’s  day  morning,  he  rose  ear- 
lier than  he  usually  did  on  other  days.  After 
a meditation,  as  he  was  dressing,  on  his  stat- 
ed question  for  that  morning,  viz.  • What 
shall  I do  for  the  good  of  the  flock  that  I 
have  under  my  charger’ — he  sang  a hymn; 
then  he  addressed  himself  to  God  in  a short 
prayer,  for  the  pardon  of  the  sins  of  his  past 
Sabbaths,  and  for  grace  to  sanctify  this  day 
to  his  honour;  then  he  read  a portion  of  the 
Old  Testament  in  the  Hebrew,  another  in 
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French,  and  a portion  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment in  Greek;  and  he  usually  wrote  down 
the  remarks  he  made  upon  texts  as  he  went 
along;  then  he  made  his  morning  prayer  in 
his  study.  After  this  he  sung  and  prayed  in 
his  family,  and  gave  them  all  a solemn 
charge,  to  6 remember  the  Sabbath  day  to 
keep  it  holy.’  After  this  he  retired  again 
into  his  study,  where  in  another  short  prayer, 
he  recommended  himself,  and  the  ordinances 
he  was  going  to  attend  upon,  to  the  blessing 
of  God. 

While  he  was  attending  on  the  public 
prayers,  and  preaching,  and  singing  of 
Psalms,  he  carefully  watched  his  thoughts, 
to  keep  them  from  wandering;  and  he  la- 
boured to  get  his  heart  suitably  impressed 
and  affected  with  what  he  heard,  and  what 
he  sung;  and  for  that  purpose  he  used  to 
intermix  a great  many  private,  but  short 
ejaculations,  with  the  public  service.  After 
it  was  over,  he  set  himself  to  awaken  in  his 
own  heart  such  spiritual  desires,  or  to  form 
such  holy  purposes  as  were  suitable  to  the 
subject  of  the  sermon  he  had  been  hearing; 
and  he  did  not  forget  to  send  a pious  wish  to 
heaven  that  all  the  hearers  might  be  profited 
by  it. 

Upon  his  return  to  his  study,  he  read  some 
portion  of  scripture,  or  some  other  discourse 
concerning  the  great  sabbatism,  which  the 
church  of  God  is  encouraged  to  look  for,  and 
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the  glorious  things  which  are  spoken  of  the 
city  of  God.  At  his  table  he  entertained  the 
company  with  some  profitable  discourse;  and 
indeed,  through  the  whole  Lord’s  day,  he  set 
a very  particular  watch  upon  his  lips,  that  not 
one  word  might  drop  from  him  on  that  day,  but 
what  was  44  good  to  the  use  of  edifying.” 

He  looked  upon  charity  to  the  poor  as  a duty 
more  especially  belonging  to  the  Lord’s  day; 
therefore  it  was  his  custom  to  have  some  such 
entertained  that  day  at  his  table. 

After  dinner  he  returned  to  his  study, 
where,  after  he  had  offered  up  a prayer  for  the 
advancement  of  religion  in  the  world,  and  for 
the  hastening  the  day  of  God,  he  looked  over 
his  notes  of  the  sermon  he  was  to  preach  that 
afternoon;  and  endeavoured  to  stir  up  in  his 
own  mind  such  affections,  desires,  and  holy 
purposes,  as  were  suitable  to  every  part  of  it. 
For  this  he  implored  the  help  of  divine  grace, 
as  well  as  for  his  public  work  which  was  now 
immediately  before  him.  He  usually  spent 
about  three  hours  in  his  public  ministrations 
on  the  Lord’s  day,  to  a great  assembly,  and 
with  great  assistance  from  heaven. 

When  the  public  service  was  over,  and 
when  he  had  taken  some  necessary  refresh- 
ment, he  retired  again  for  prayer.  Then 
he  called  his  family  together,  and  catechised 
the  children,  and  went  through  the  sermons 
of  the  day  with  them  in  a familiar  manner, 
asking  them  questions  upon  each  head  that 
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bad  been  discoursed  on;  by  which  means 
he  both  helped  them  to  recollect  the  things 
they  had  heard,  and  further  explained  those 
things  to  them.  After  this  he  retired  again 
into  his  study  for  some  time,  which  he  spent 
in  reading  and  meditation;  and  then  he  re- 
turned to  his  family,  when  he  heard  every 
child  that  was  capable  of  it  read  a portion 
of  some  book  of  devotion,  from  which  he 
took  occasion  to  give  them  some  instructions 
of  his  own.  After  this  he  sung  a hymn  with 
his  family,  and  concluded  the  service  of  the 
day  with  prayer,  particularly  imploring  par- 
don for  the  sins  of  the  day  past,  and  with 
thanksgiving  for  the  mercies  of  it,  and  with 
committing  himself,  and  his  family,  and  all 
his  interests,  into  the  hands  of  his  dear  Sa- 
viour. 

On  a sacrament  day  he  has  sometimes  re- 
corded his  private  meditations  at  the  Lord’s 
table,  of  which  I will  subjoin  the  following 
specimen.* 

The  first  prayer  being  ended,  he  had  lei- 
sure, while  the  bread  was  breaking,  for  the 
following  meditation — 

“ Do  I need  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ?  Yes, 
infinitely,  but  chiefly  on  two  accounts.  The 
guilt  of  sin  on  me  is  mountainous;  none  but 
he  can  remove  it.  The  power  of  sin  in  me 
is  marvellous,  none  but  he  can  subdue  it. 

* This  was  when  he  did  not  officiate  as  a minister. 
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“ But  am  I willing  to  have  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ?  Yes,  most  heartily:  for  there  is  a 
dreadful  necessity  that  the  miseries  of  my 
soul  should  be  relieved;  he, and  none  but  he, 
can  relieve  them.  I cannot  find  any  thing 
unlovely  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  all  his  bene- 
fits and  offices  are  desirable. — And  therefore, 
Lord,  I am  willing.  Art  thou  so?  then  take 
him,  (says  the  Lord,)  I give  him  to  thee.” 

Accordingly  he  took  the  bread,  after  which 
he  proceeded  iu  his  private  meditations — 
“ The  Lord  Jesus  is  mine;  if  I am  ready  to 
question  it,  I may  now  see,  and  feel,  and  taste 
it.  My  Lord  and  Saviour,  I may  be  sure, 
will  engage  for  my  good,  and  perfect  every 
part  of  my  salvation.” 

After. the  second  prayer,  his  meditation 
went  on — 64  The  first  covenant  is  broken,  it 
speaks  nothing  but  confusion  to  fallen  man: 
the  gracious  God  therefore  enters  into  a new 
covenant,  which  is  of  grace;  in  it  is  tendered 
all  manner  of  good  for  believers  on  Christ, 
the  mediator  of  that  covenant.  Am  I will- 
ing to  come  under  the  wings  of  this  cove- 
nant? Yes,  Lord;  thou  hast  made  me  willing. 
Then,  says  the  Lord,  here  is  the  New  Tes- 
tament in  my  blood.”  Then  he  took  the 
wine  and  proceeded;  “Now  I shall  have 
repentance  and  remission  of  sins  ; now^all  my 
changes  will  be  well  ordered  for  me;  my 
God  will  guide  me  by  his  counsel,  and  bring 
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me  to  glory.  All  the  great  and  precious 
promises  of  God  are  my  heritage,  and  shall  be 
the  rejoicing  of  my  heart.” 

Thus  did  this  holy  man  sanctify  the  Lord’s 
day.  But  holiness  to  the  Lord  was  indeed 
written  upon  every  day  in  his  manner  of 
spending  it.  He  was  in  the  fear  of  God  all 
the  day  long;  and  he  lived  daily  by  faith  on 
his  promises;  as  will  appear  by  another  pas- 
sage in  his  diary  which  shall  be  here  trans- 
cribed.— u Let  it  be  a part  of  my  business 
every  day,  to  be  applying  the  promises.  There 
are  certain  promises  that  are  of  continual  use 
in  the  Christian’s  daily  walk;  and  1 wish  I 
might  every  day  have  some  delightful  reflec- 
tions on  several  of  them. 

“ Every  day  I shall  have  occasion  for  a 
promise  of  a supply  of  all  my  daily  wants; 
such  as  that  in  Phil.  iv.  19,  God  will  supply 
all  your  needs.’ 

66  Every  day  I shall  have  occasion  for  a 
promise  of  grace,  to  conduct  and  manage  the 
day  for  the  glory  of  God;  such  as  that  in 
Zech.  x.  12,  u I will  strengthen  them  in  the 
Lord;  they  shall  walk  up  and  down  in  his 
name,  saith  the  Lord.’ 

66  Every  day  I shall  have  occasion  for  a 
promise  of  growing  victory  over  sin;  such  as 
that  in  Micah  vii.  19,  ‘He  will  subdue  our 
iniquities.’ 

“ Every  day  I should  have  a promise  of 
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success  in  my  undertaking;  such  a one  there  is 
Psal.  i.  3,  6 Whatsoever  he  doth  shall  prosper. ’ 

“Every  day  I Iraould  have  a promise  of 
protection  from  dangers;  such  a one  is  Psal. 
xci.  10.  6 No  evil  shall  befall  thee.’ 

“ Every  day  I should  have  a promise  of  di- 
rection and  counsel  in  my  difficulties;  and 
such  a one  there  is  Psal.  xxxii.  8,  6 1 will  in- 
struct thee,  and  I will  teach  thee  in  the  way 
which  thou  shouldest  go.” 

“Every  day  it  were  good  I should  have  a 
promise  of  not  being  the  worse,  at  least,  for 
whatever  happens  to  me;  such  a promise  I 
find,  Rom.  viii.  28,  ‘ All  things  shall  work 
together  for  good.’ 

“Every  day  I cannot  live  without  a pro- 
mise of  eternal  happiness  at  my  dying  day; 
such  a promise  I have,  Luke  xii.  32,  6 It  is 
your  Father’s  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the 
kingdom.’ 

“ O that  I may  be  often,  every  day,  medi- 
tating and  trusting  on  such  promises  as  these. 
It  would  make  a sort  of  heaven  upon  earth; 
and  it  would  have  a delightful  efficacy  towards 
my  perfecting  holiness  in  the  fear  of  God.” 

In  another  place  are  the  following  reso- 
lutions for  his  walking  with  God. — “ Lord, 
thou  that  workest  in  me  to  will,  help  me  to 
resolve, 

“First,  As  to  my  thoughts.  That  I will 
endeavour  to  keep  God,  and  Christ,  and 
heaven,  much  in  my  thoughts;  and  that  I 
h 2 
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will  watch  and  pray  against  all  evil  thoughts, 
especially  in  the  times  of  devotion. 

44  Secondly , As  to  my  words. 

66 1.  Not  to  be  of  many  words;  and  when 
I speak,  to  do  it  with  deliberation. 

44  2.  To  remember  my  obligations  to  use 
my  tongue  as  the  Lord’s,  and  not  my  own, 
and  therefore  to  promote  savoury  discourse, 
if  I can,  wherever  I come. 

64  3.  Never  to  answer  any  question  that  is 
weighty,  without  first  lifting  up  my  heart  to 
God  in  a request,  that  he  would  help  me  to 
give  a right  answer. 

64  4.  To  speak  ill  of  no  man,  except  on  a 
good  ground,  and  for  a right  end. 

64  5.  Seldom  to  make  a visit  without  con- 
triving what  I may  do  for  God  in  that  visit. 

44  Thirdly , As  to  my  daily  course  of  duties. 

44 1.  To  pray  at  least  thrice  every  day. 

44  2.  To  meditate  once  a day,  after  a doc- 
trinal and  practical  manner. 

44  3.  To  make  a custom  of  propounding  to 
myself  these  three  questions  at  night,  before 
I go  to  sleep,  viz:  What  has  been  the  special 
mercy  of  God  to  me  in  the  day  past?  What 
has  been  my  carriage  towards  God,  and  in 
his  sight?  and,  If  1 should  die  this  night,  is 
my  immortal  spirit  safe? 

44  4.  To  keep  up  a converse  with  God  by 
frequent  ejaculations. 

44  5.  To  eye  and  regard  God  in  his  provi- 
dences. 
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“And  in  all,  to  be  continually  going  to 
Christ  by  faith,  as  the  only  physician  and  re- 
deemer of  my  soul.  Lord,  thou  workest  in 
me  to  resolve,  help  me  also  to  perform.  ” 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Of  his  last  Sickness  and  Death . 

Though  Dr.  Mather’s  life  was,  in  a man- 
ner, one  continual  preparation  for  death,  yet 
he  did  not  neglect  to  improve  the  warnings 
which  God  was  sometimes  giving  him  by  bo- 
dily sickness,  to  make  a more  immediate  and 
actual  preparation  for  his  great  change;  as  in 
particular,  to  get  his  heart  more  thoroughly 
weaned  from  the  world,  to  get  his  will  more 
completely  resigned  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
to  get  the  desires  of  his  soul  more  strongly 
fixed  on  the  heavenly  state  and  blessings. 

In  one  of  his  former  seasons  of  sickness, 
he  writes  thus:  “ When  I was  pouring  out 
my  soul  in  prayer  to  the  Lord,  I mentioned 
the  further  lengthening  out  of  my  life,  that  so 
I might  enjoy  and  improve  more  opportuni- 
ties of  glorifying  him  in  this  world.  And 
I humbly  acknowledge  before  him  two  other 
objections,  which  my  flesh  had  made  against 
my  dying;  but  which,  through  his  grace,  I had 
now  silenced  and  conquered. 

66  First,  My  flesh  pleaded,  that  earthly 
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comforts  were  things  too  agreeable  to  be  easi- 
ly forsaken;  but  my  faith  is  satisfied  that  the 
delights  of  heaven  are  sweeter  than  the  com- 
forts of  earth:  and  therefore  I can  freely 
leave  all  the  entertainments  of  this  evil 
world,  that  I may  be  with  Christ,  which  is  far 
better  than  them  all. 

6C  Secondly , My  flesh  pleaded,  what  will 
become  of  my  offspring  when  I am  goner  but 
my  faith  is  satisfied  that  God  will  be  a father 
to  my  fatherless  children;  and  that  my  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  whom  I have  served  without 
seeking  to  gain  worldly  portions  for  my  chil- 
dren, bv  my  ministry,  will  be  their  guardian, 
and  will  not  sutler  them  to  want  any  good 
thing.  My  mind  being  thus  easy  on  these 
two  accounts,  I am  ready  to  die;  and  yet  I 
besought  the  Lord  that  he  would  please  to 
spare  my  life,  that  I might  do  him  a little 
more  service  in  his  church  upon  earth,  be- 
fore I enter  on  his  promised  rest.”  / 

The  peace  and  comfort  of  his  mind  with 
respect  to  his  children,  which  he  expresses  in 
the  foregoing  paragraph,  was  no  doubt  very 
much  promoted  by  a solemn  act  of  resigna- 
tion and  trust,  which  he  had  formerly  made 
of  them  into  the  hands  of  Christ,  at  a time 
when  he  was  under  an  apprehension  that  he 
should  leave  them  orphans.  This  act  he 
wrote  and  signed,  and  it  will  not  be  improper 
to  transcribe  the  form  of  it  into  this  place. 
It  is  as  follows : — 
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“ 0 my  great  and  good  Saviour,  thou  Son 
of  God,  and  the  Lord,  6 in  whom  the  father- 
less find  mercy,’ — the  principal  satisfaction 
and  comfort  with  which  I receive  the  chil- 
dren which  the  Lord  hath  graciously  given 
me,  at  their  birth  into  the  world,  is,  the  pros- 
pect of  more  subjects  for  my  Saviour,  and  the 
propagation  and  continuation  of  his  kingdom 
in  the  world.  For  this  purpose,  it  is  my 
strong  and  full  desire  to  do  my  part,  that  my 
children  may  know  their  Saviour,  and  serve 
him  4 with  a perfect  heart  and  willing  mind. 
And  I earnestly  cry  unto  him  to  produce  a 
work  of  grace  in  iheir  souls,  and  to  take  them 
under  the  perpetual  conduct  of  the  spirit  of 
grace,  that  they  may  do  so. 

44  Now  I firmly  believe  that  the  wrnrld  is 
under  the  government  of  my  Saviour,  that  he 
sits  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  and  that  all  the 
affairs  of  divine  providence  are  under  his  ad- 
ministration. He  does  particularly  employ 
the  ministry  of  his  mighty  angels  in  govern- 
ing the  children  of  men;  and  more  particu- 
larly does  he  make  them  the  guardians  of  his 
little  ones;  and  most  of  all,  when  in  his  pro- 
vidence he  makes  them  fatherless  children — 
O,  orphans  well  provided  for! 

44  Wherefore,  O my  Saviour,  I commit  my 
children  into  thy  fatherly  hands.  I pray  to 
thee  that  thy  gracious  providence  may,  and 
I trust  in  thee  that  it  will  be  concerned  for 
them.  O let  nothing  be  wanting  to  them  that 
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shall  be  good  for  them.  Cause  them  to  fear 
and  love  thee,  and  to  walk  in  thy  ways;  and 
make  use  of  them  to  do  good  in  their  genera- 
tion. Be  thou  their  friend,  and  raise  them 
up  such  as  may  be  necessary,  and  in  a conve- 
nient manner  supply  all  their  necessities. 
Give  thy  angels  a charge  of  them;  and  when 
their  father  and  mother  forsake  them,  then  do 
thou  take  them  up. 

64  This  is  the  supplication — this  the  resigna- 
tion— this  the  dependance  of 

C.  Mather.” 

When  he  was  expecting  death  in  a fit  of 
sickness,  some  time  before  the  last,  he  ex- 
pected it  not  only  without  terror,  but  with 
full  assurance  of  hope.  44  Lord,  (said  he) 
thou  art  with  me,  and  dost  enable  me  to  sing 
in  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death. 
I perceive  the  signs  of  death  upon  me,  and 
am  I not  affrighted?  no;  not  at  all.  I will 
not  so  dishonour  my  Saviour  as  to  be  fright- 
ed at  any  thing  that  can  befall  me  while  I am 
in  his  blessed  hands.”  To  some  gentlemen 
that  came  to  visit  him,  he  said,  46 1 hope  I 
shall  not  be  found  a fool,  though  here  I lie 
and  sing,  4 Soul  take  thine  ease,  thou  hast 
goods  laid  up  for  many  years,’  yea,  for  end- 
less ages;  but  they  are  another  sort  of  goods 
than  those  which  this  vain  world  puts  off*  its 
idolaters  with.” 

From  the  beginning  of  his  last  sickness. 


REV.  DR.  COTTON  MATHER.  95 

which  was  about  six  weeks  before  he  died, 
he  had  the  sentence  of  death  in  himself,  as 
appears  by  a note  which  he  sent  to  one  of  his 
physicians,  in  which  he  told  him,  “ My  last 
enemy  is  come,  and  I would  say,  my  best 
friend.”  He  was  now  more  than  ordinarily 
earnest  to  have  his  will  resigned  to  God;  and 
God  gave  him  the  desire  of  his  heart. — 
When  one  of  his  church  asked  him,  whether 
he  was  desirous  to  die,  he  answered,  “ I dare 
not  say  that  I am,  nor  yet  that  I am  not;  I 
would  be  entirely  resigned  unto  God.”  When 
at  another  time  he  was  mentioning  some 
matters  that  he  had  on  the  carpet,  and  which 
he  would  willingly  have  lived  to  finish,  he 
checked  himself  for  harbouring  any  desire  of 
life,  and  said,  “ but  if  the  God  of  my  life  has 
ordered  otherwise,  I desire  to  have  no  will  of 
rny  own.”  When  the  physicians  hinted  to 
him,  that  his  sickness  was  like  to  be  unto 
death,  he  lifted  up  his  hands  and  eyes  to 
heaven,  and  said,  “ Thy  will  be  done  on  earth, 
as  it  is  in  heaven.  ” And  a few  hours  be- 
fore he  died,  he  said,  “ Now  I have  nothing 
more  to  do  here;  my  will  is  entirely  swal- 
lowed up  in  the  will  of  God.”  His  heart 
was  set  upon  glorifying  and  praising  God, 
much  more  than  upon  his  own  health  or  life  ; 
therefore  when  he  was  told  how  much  many 
good  people  prayed  for  him,  he  said,  “ The 
prayer  of  the  upright  is  his  delight,  and  I re- 
joice in  that  sickness,  which,  by  procuring 
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the  prayers  of  sincere  Christians,  procures  a 
pleasure  to  the  infinite  God.” 

During  his  last  sickness,  he  often  express- 
ed the  strong  consolation  he  had  in  the  views 
of  heaven  which  carried  him  above  the  love 
of  life  and  the  fear  of  death;  and  also  his 
full  assurance  that  he  should  not  be  lost, 
but  that  he  was  going  to  eat  the  bread  of  life, 
and  drink  the  waters  of  life  freely,  when  all 
tears  should  be  wiped  away  from  his  eyes  for 
ever. 

Many  were  the  solemn  blessings  he  pro- 
nounced on  those  that  came  to  see  him,  and 
the  serious  charges  which  he  gave  them  at 
parting.  How  earnestly  did  he  wish  and 
pray  that  the  blessing  of  him  in  whom  all  na- 
tions are  to  be  blessed,  might  rest  on  the  per- 
sons and  families  of  his  friends. 

To  a young  minister,  his  nephew,  he  said, 
“My  dear  son,  I bless  you;  I wish  you  all 
manner  of  blessings;  may  you  be  strong  in 
the  grace  with  which  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
will  furnish  you.  And  may  you  be  an  in- 
strument of  displaying  his  beauties  and  glo- 
ries unto  others.  Let  it  be  your  ambition  to 
bring  forth  much  of  that  fruit,  by  which  our 
heavenly  Father  is  glorified.  May  you  be 
fruitful  in  good  works.  You  have  been  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  my  poor  manner  of 
living;  follow  whatever  you  have  seen  in  it 
that  is  agreeable  to  the  pattern  of  a glorious 
Christ.  My  dear  son,  I do  with  all  possible 
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affection  recommend  you  to  the  blessing  of 
our  dear  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  take  my  hand, 
with  my  heart  full  of  blessings.” 

To  his  own  son  he  said,  66  You  have  been 
a dear  and  pleasant  child  to  me,  and  I wish 
you  as  many  blessings  as  you  have  done  me 
services,  which  are  very  many.  I wish  and 
pray  that  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and 
Jacob  may  be  yours,  and  that  his  blessing 
may  rest  upon  you.  I wish  that  as  you  have 
a prospect  of  being  serviceable  in  the  wTorld, 
you  may  be  considerable,  and  great  as  the 
patriarchs  were,  by  introducing  a Christ  in- 
to the  world.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  be  with  you.  Amen.” 

The  day  before  he  died,  he  had  some  pas- 
sages read  to  him  in  his  book  66  Restitutus, 
or  a discourse  upon  recovery  from  Sickness.” 
which  passages,  he  said,  he  felt,  and  if  lie  had 
strength  to  speak,  he  would  use  the  very 
words;  therefore,  I will  here  transcribe 
them — 

64  If  the  request  be  granted,  and  the  felici- 
ty of  having  our  Saviour  graciously  with  us 
be  obtained,  what  a strength  will  the  joy  of 
the  Lord  give  us  for  our  conflict  with  the 
last  enemy.  It  is  said,  Zech.  xiv.  7,  fclt  shall 
come  to  pass  at  evening  time  it  shall  be 
light.’  O the  light  which  a glorious  Christ 
present  with  us,  will  give  us  in  the  evening, 
when  the  curtains  of  a death-bed  are  drawn 
I 
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about  us!  The  light  of  a soul  passing  into 
the  6 inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light!’  The 
light  of  an  open  and  abundant  entrance  into 
the  paradise  of  God ! 

44  May  we  have  our  glorious  Christ  with 
us  when  we  are  passing  through  the  fire;  we 
shall  be  as  unhurt,  and  as  easy,  as  the  three 
worthies  were  in  the  fierv  furnace.  By  his 
good  Spirit  he  will  now  say  unto  us,  4 Fear 
thou  not,  for  1 am  with  thee;  be  not  dismay- 
ed, for  I am  thy  God  and  Saviour;  I will 
strengthen  thee,  yea  I will  assist  thee,  yea, 
I will  uphold  thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my 
righteousness.’  Upon  our  renouncing  all 
dependence  on  our  own  righteousness,  and 
relying  on  the  righteousness  of  the  Son  of 
God,  he  will  uphold  us  and  give  us  to  see 
ourselves  furnished  and  covered  with  a 
righteousness  of  more  account  than  the  best 
angel  in  heaven  may  pretend  to  ; he  will 
enable  us  to  say,  4 1 see  the  gates  of  right- 
eousness set  open  for  me;  I will  go  in  and 
praise  the  Lord.  It  is  what  I have  begun 
to  do,  and  his  praise  endureth  for  ever;  ne- 
ver, never  shall  I give  over  the  doing  it.  ’ 
Verily,  the  gracious  presence  of  our  Saviour 
with  us,  will  enable  us  to  sing  in  the  4 val- 
ley of  the  shadow  of  death;’  it  will  render  it 
no  more  than  a shadow  to  us;  it  will  so  mol- 
lify the  visage  of  death,  as  that  we  shall 
break  forth  into  triumphs  upon  it,  4 0 joyful 
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hour,  0 welcome  hour!  come, ^ Lord  Jesus, 
come  quickly!  why  is  thy  chariot  so  long  a 


coming?5 

In  order  to  this,  the  power  of  the  Lord 
being  present,  he  will  enable  us  to  read  our 
evidences  for  heaven,  and  see  the  evident 
tokens  of  salvation  by  which  he  has  marked 
us  for  those  of  whom  he  has  declared,  ‘they 
shall  be  mine  in  the  day  when  I make  up  mv 
jewels.5  We  shall  see  that  the  love  of  God 
has  made  us  to  be  ambitious  of  nothing  so 
much,  as  that  we  may  be  and  do  what  is 
grateful  to  him.  W e shall  see  that  the  faith 
of  Christ  has  not  only  carried  us  to  him  to 
be  made  righteous  and  holy,  but  has  also 
caused  us  to  take  up  with  him,  as  our  all- 
sufficient  portion.  We  shall  see  that  we 
have  a spirit  of  benignity  towards  our  neigh- 
bour, and  rejoice  in  all  the  good  that  is  done 
unto  him.  Seeing  these  6 marks  of  the  Lamb5 
upon  us,  we  shall'  conclude,  ‘ O my  Saviour, 
I am  thine,  and  nothing  shall  pluck  me  out 
of  thy  glorious  hands.5 

The  Holy  Spirit  of  God  helps  the  believ- 
er, first,  in  a way  of  rational  argumentation, 
to  take  encouragement  from  ‘ the  things  that 
accompany  salvation,5  found  upon  him.  And 
while  he  is  doing  so,  he  breaks  in  upon  the 
soul,  in  a way  of  more  immediate  irradiation, 
and  with  an  overpowering  and  overwhelm- 
ing efficacy  assures  him, 6 The  glorious  God 
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has  made  thee  one  of  his  children,  and  will 
surely  do  thee  good. ’ 

“ He  will  enable  us  to  feel  the  life  of  God 
begun  in  our  souls,  and  a predominant  re- 
spect unto  the  great  God,  governing  us  and 
inclining  us  6 to  acknowledge  him  in  all  our 
ways.’  We  shall  raise  this  conclusion  upon 
it:  6 Here  is  a life  begun  that  can  terminate 
no  otherwise  than  in  an  endless  life  with 
God.  There  is  a well  of  water  in  me,  that 
will  spring  up  to  everlasting  life.  Death,  do 
thy  worst,  there  is  no  killing  that  life  which 
God  hath  begun  to  raise  me  to;  have  I 
Christ  living,  acting,  and  working  in  me? 
and  will  he  ever  lose  his  hold  of  me?  No, 
no;  I am  sure  of  living  with  him  for  ever- 
# more.’  ” 

Dr.  Mather  died  the  13th  of  February, 
1727-8,  which  was  the  next  day  after  he 
had  completed  his  65th  year.  God  was  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  favour  him  with  an  easy 
dismission  out  of  life,  and  with  a sweet  com- 
posure of  mind  to  the  very  last;  blessings 
which  he  had  often  and  earnestly  prayed  for. 
— 6 4 Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the 
upright,  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.” 
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The  harvest  field  affords  many  pleasing  and 
instructive  lessons;  they  have  been  so  often 
and  so  ably  pointed  out,  that  it  seems  almost 
superfluous  to  introduce  them  here;  yet  while 
there  is  always  a generation  rising  up,  to  whom 
the  scenes  of  nature  are  new,  and  while  to 
those  who  have  longest  contemplated  them, 
thev  cease  not  to  be  interesting  or  instructive, 
we  may  be  permitted  to  glean  a few  remarks 
for  the  use  of  our  readers. 

How  strikingly  is  the  power  of  God  dis- 
played in  the  ripening  harvest!  What  wonders 
have  been  carried  on  in  producing  from  one 
dry  discoloured  seed,  first  undergoing  decay, 
a blade  of  lively  green,  a tall  wonderfully 
contrived  stalk,  and  an  ear  consisting  of  many 
grains,  exactly  resembling  the  original  grain 
which  was  cast  into  the  ground.  Such  power 
shall  be  displayed,  when,  at  the  last  great  day, 
these  corruptible  bodies  of  ours  which  will  long- 
have  slept  and  mouldered  in  dust,  shall  be 
called  forth,  spiritual  and  immortal  bodies, 
the  same  in  substance  with  the  original  de- 
posit, but  transcendently  excelling  in  nature 
and  perfection.  See  1 Cor.  xv.  36—38,  42 — 
44.  Phil.  iii.  20,  21. 

How  vast  is  the  divine  bounty,  as  seen  in 
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every  ripening  harvest!  The  seed  committed 
to  the  ground  is  now  restored  with  abundant 
increase,  thirty,  sixty,  a hundred  fold;  and 
not  only  is  this  abundance  scattered  over  our 
own  land,  but  over  the  face  of  all  the  earth. 

, Jehovah  66  opens  his  hand,  and  satisfies  the 
desire  of  every  living  thing.”  “ All  creatures 
wait  upon  him,  he  giveth  them  their  meat  in 
due  season.  ” Nor  is  this  munificence  confined 
to  one  season.  No,  for  nearly  six  thousand 
years,  the  same  annual  bounty  has  been  be- 
stowed upon  man;  alas!  upon  the  evil  and 
unthankful.  So  abundant  and  unwearied  is 
the  divine  goodness;  so  rich  in  mercy  too  is 
our  God  to  all  that  call  upon  him  for  spiritual 
blessings,  to  all  that  call  upon  him  in  truth; 
so  ready  to  bestow  liberally  upon  all  that  ask 
of  him,  and  to  do  for  us  exceeding  abundantly 
above  all  that  we  ask  or  think. 

A harvest  field  affords  a fine  display  not 
only  of  the  bounty  but  of  the  faithfulness  of 
God.  More  than  four  thousand  years  ago, 
the  promise  was  uttered  by  the  blessed  God, 
“ While  the  earth  remaineth,  seed-time  and 
harvest  shall  not  cease,”  (Gen.  viii.  22.)  and 
every  ripened  ear  now  gathered  in,  proclaims 
Jehovah  a God  of  faithfulness  and  truth;  in 
this  respect  no  good  thing  has  failed  that  the 
Lord  hath  spoken;  but  though  with  many 
partial  variations,  (some  harvests  have  been 
scanty  and  others  abundant,  and  some  spots 
have  entirely  failed.  See  Gen.  xli.  54.) 
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summer  and  winter  have  ever  since  taken 
their  regular  exchange;  the  early  and  th& 
latter  rains  have  been  given  in  their  season,, 
and  the  appointed  weeks  of  the  harvest  have 
been  reserved  to  man.  In  the  same  book 
that  records  this  promise  of  God,  we  find  also 
revealed  exceeding  great  and  precious  pro- 
mises, of  life  and  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ;  and 
the  God  who  has  never  forgotton  his  promise 
to  the  earth,  will  never  be  unmindful  of  his 
word  to  his  servants,  upon  which  he  has  caused 
them  to  hope.  But  do  we  hope  in  his  word? 
Have  we  chosen  his  word  as  our  heritage  for 
ever?  Have  we  “ fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold 
on  the  hope  set  before  us  in  thegospelr”  If 
so,  when  we  look  upon  the  glittering  bow  in 
the  sky,  that  seals  the  fidelity  of  God’s  cove- 
nant with  the  earth;  and  the  ripened  grain 
that  displays  its  annual  fulfilment,  we  may 
think  with  gratitude  and  confidence  of  the 
nobler  covenant  sealed  with  us  in  Jesus  Christ, 
and  say,  64  Faithful  is  He  who  has  called  us — 
who  also  will  do  it.” 

In  the  harvest  field  we  are  reminded  of 
our  constant  and  entire  dependence  upon  the 
divine  blessing.  The  husbandman  cast  the 
seed  into  the  ground,  but  he  could  do  no 
more;  he  could  not  fructify,  or  nourish,  or 
ripen  it;  he  could  not  command  one  softening 
shower  or  one  enlivening  ray;  he  went  his 
way,  and  slept  and  rose  night  and  day,  and 
the  seed  sprang  and  grew  he  knew  not  how. 
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The  secret  working  of  Providence  caused  it 
to  shoot  and  strike  root  downwards,  and  send 
upwards  the  tender  blade;  in  its  infant  state, 
sheltered  it  with  a mantle  of  snow  from  the 
keen  frost  and  bitter  blast;  nourished  and 
brought  it  forward  by  the  duly  proportioned 
exchange  of  the  early  and  the  latter  rain  in 
their  season,  and  the  clear  shining  of  the  sun; 
and  having  at  length  brought  it  to  maturity 
and  perfection,  granted  the  appointed  weeks 
of  the  harvest  for  gathering  it  in.  So  it  is 
with  the  work  of  grace  in  the  human  heart. 
It  is  God  that  worketh  in  us  both  to  will  and 
to  do  of  his  own  good  pleasure.  Me  implants 
the  incorruptible  seed,  nourishes  it  by  the  in- 
fluences of  his  Holy  Spirit,  tempers  the  vari- 
ous dispensations  of  his  Providence,  and  causes 
them  all  to  conduce  to  its  growth  and  fruit- 
fulness, and  at  length  houses  it  safely  in  his 
heavenly  kingdom,  u like  a shock  of  corn  in 
its  season.”  The  work  is  all  of  grace,  and 
to  grace  be  all  the  glory. 

But  we  see  also  in  the  harvest  field,  a plea- 
sing exhibition  of  the  connection  between 
means  and  ends,  established  in  the  dispensa- 
tion of  God.  Tis  true  the  farmer  cannot  cause 
the  seed  to  spring,  but  is  he  therefore  to  ne- 
glect putting  it  in  the  ground?  Tis  true  that 
the  rain  and  the  sunshine  descend  without  his 
control,  but  would  they  not  descend  in  vain 
for  him,  if  his  part  had  been  neglected?  Tis 
true  that  without  the  rain  and  the  sunshine* 
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all  his  labour  would  be  lost,  the  corn  could 
not  grow  or  ripen;  but  has  he  not  sufficient 
general  encouragement  both  from  the  promise 
of  God  and  the  experience  of  past  ages,  to 
prepare  his  land,  cast  in  his  seed,  and  expect 
the  needful  blessing?-  So,  it  is  true  that  we 
cannot  change  our  hearts — we  cannot  make 
ourselves  fit  for  heaven — we  cannot  give  our 
children  grace — but  let  us  beware  of  making 
our  inability  a plea  for  negligence  and  sloth; 
have  we  done  all  that  we  could?  have  we 
gone  in  the  way  of  instruction,  and  avoided 
the  way  of  temptation?  have  we  humbly  and 
earnestly  pleaded  such  promises  as  these, 
“ A new  heart  will  I give  you,  and  a new 
spirit  will  I put  within  you.— I will  take  away 
the  stony  heart  out  of  your  flesh,  and  will  give 
unto  you  an  heart  of  flesh;  from  all  your  idols 
and  from  all  your  filthiness  I will  cleanse  you; 
I will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and  will 
write  my  laws  upon  your  hearts.”  Such 
promises  are  set  in  God’s  holy  word;  and  if 
they  are  not  fulfilled  in  our  experience,  why 
is  it  ? certainly  not  from  want  of  power  or 
fidelity  in  God.  But  it  may  be  fairly  ques- 
tioned, whether  we  have  ever  even  sincerely 
desired  those  blessings,  which  we  are  ready 
enough  to  complain  that  we  cannot  command . 

In  the  harvest  field,  among  many  other 
lessons,  we  learn  one  of  steadfastness  and 
perseverance.  44  The  husbandman  waite th  for 
the  precious  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  hath  long 
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patience  for  it,  until  he  receive  the  early  and 
the  latter  rain.  Let  us  also  be  patient,  stead- 
fast, and  immovable,  not  weary  in  well  doing, 
but  holding  out  to  the  end,  assured  that  our 
labour  shall  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord,  but 
that  in  due  season  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint 
not.” 

One  most  solemn  thought  presents  itself. — 
The  harvest  field  is  a lively  picture  of  the  end 
of  the  world.  We  are  sowing  for  eternity, 
and  “ what  a man  sows  that  shall  he  also  reap.” 
If  the  husbandman  should  sow  thistles,  he 
could  not  expect  to  reap  wheat;  equally  vain 
would  it  be  for  us  if  we  sow  to  the  flesh,  to 
expect  that  we  shall  reap  of  the  Spirit.  No; 
corruption  and  misery  are  the  natural  pro- 
ductions of  sin,  and  we  can  reap  nothing 
better.  Among  the  corn,  many  weeds  spring 
up,  some  that  are  much  more  gay  and  showy 
in  appearance  than  the  corn;  but  they  are 
worthless  and  useless,  and  their  end  is  to  be 
burned.  Some  that  very  much  resemble  the 
corn  in  appearance;  but  they  are  destitute  of 
real  solidity  and  excellence;  the  harvest  is 
the  time  of  detection  and  separation,  and 
however  like  wheat,  whatever  is  not  wheat, 
will  not  be  suffered  to  enter  into  the  garner. 
The  sickle  passes  over  the  whole  field  with- 
out distinction,  corn  and  weeds  alike  submit 
to  its  stroke;  but  then  comes  the  separation: 
see,  the  precious  ears  are  gathered  into  goodly 
sheaves,  and  wait  conveyance  to  their  destined 
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place  of  security;  and  yonder  are  heaps  of 
weeds  cast  out  as  worthless  and  condemned 
to  the  flames;  so,  our  Lord  himself  has  told 
us,  64  So  shall  it  be  in  the  end  of  the  world. ” 
Now  character  ks  forming  and  maturing:  the 
corn  and  the  weeds  grow  together;  the  righ- 
teous and  the  wicked  dwell  together,  and 
share  the  common  bounties  of  Providence; 
death  shall  pass  over  the  whole  field,  and 
then  the  character  of  each  shall  be  fixed;  he 
that  is  unjust  and  filthy,  must  be  so  for  ever, 
and  he  that  is  holy  and  righteous  shall  never 
know  a change.  At  the  end  of  the  world,  a 
more  public  separation  shall  take  place: — 
44  The  Son  of  Man  shall  send  forth  his  angels, 
and  they  shall  gather  out  of  his  kingdom  all 
things  that  offend,  and  that  do  iniquity,  and 
shall  cast  them  into  a furnace  of  fire;  there 
shall  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth.  Who 
hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear.”  Matt*  xiiu 
24-  -SO,  37 — 43. 
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